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1970 TREASURER’S REPORT 


Balance January 1, 1970 



RECEIPTS 


Member¬ 

131 Active 

$4 

ships 

22 Sustaining 

$6 


27 Family Active 

$6 


6 Family Sustaining 

$8 


17 Student 

$2 

Subscrip¬ 

19 Direct 

$4.00 

tions 

18 Agency 

$3.50 


1 Foreign Agency 

$3.75 


1 3 years 

Miscel- Check-lists 
laneous Field Cards 

Review Copies 
Emblem Decals 
Interest Earned 
Birds of the Black Hills 
Birds of Dakota County 
Loan of Color Slides 

TOTAL RECEIPTS 
DISBURSEMENTS 

Review Printing 
Postage 

Officers' Mrs. Sigvald Jensen Postage 

Expenses R. G. Cortelyou 

Miscel- Corporation Fee 
laneous Fidelity Bond 
Brochures 
Dues Cards 

Birds of the Black Hills 
Lawyer's Fee 
Addressing Supplies 


CASH INVEST- PAY- CURRENT 
MENTS ABLE ACCOUNT 

1,067.82 1,545.75 255.65 


524.00 

132.00 

162.00 

48.00 

34.00 

900.00 

76.00 

63.00 

3.75 

11.25 

154.00 

13.00 

16.82 

65.00 

6.00 

25.00 

61.32 

14.00 

1.00 

1.12 

203.26 

1,195.94 

61.32 1,257.26 

341.84 

512.51 

50.00 

904.35 

6.35 

20.65 

27.00 

5.00 

10.00 

28.19 

14.10 

79.30 

30.55 

10.04 

177.18 


TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS 596.02 512.51 1,108.53 


NET GAIN FOR 1970 


Investment to Cash 
Cash to Investments 
1969 Payables Paid 
Endowment Fund Receipts 
Memorial Fund Receipts 


45.75 (45.75) 

( 200 . 00 ) 200.00 

(255.65) (255.65) 

79.74 

10.00 


Balance December 31, 1970 


1,347.58 1,761.32 512.51 


Life Membership Fund 828.00 
Memorial Fund 20.00 
Endowment Fund 79.74 
Unallocated 1,668.65 


TOTAL 

ASSETS 

2,357.92 


148.73 

89.74 

2,596.39 

2,596.39 
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PILEATED WOODPECKER IN OTOE COUNTY 

In January 1971 I received a letter from Sam Antholz, a 14-year-old 
birdwatcher from Cook, saying he had seen a Pileated Woodpecker (Dryoco- 
pus pileatus) on his farm in February 1970. In response to my further in¬ 
quiry he said, “I am without doubt that the bird was a Pileated Woodpecker. 
It was crow size, mostly black, white under the wings when it flew, and with 
a large red crest.” It spent nights for about two weeks inside a hole about 
9 feet up in a half dead tree in a grove on the farm. Because of a crevice 
running from about 5 to 8 feet up. Mr. Antholz “could stand at the bottom 
of the tree and see the black tips of the stiff feathers on the tail and the 
ends of the black wings.” He observed this each evening and morning for 
several days, and further says, “One morning when it had snowed about 
two or three inches and the trees were covered with snow I went up to the 
tree in the morning and the Pileated exited from the hole, and I clearly 
remember it making a loud raucous call and seeing the white under the 
wings as it flew off to the northwest.” 

According to the A.O.U. Check-list of North American Birds the 
southern border of the range of D. p. abieticola is, in part, from western 
Alberta to northeastern Kansas and then east to Pennsylvania. This in¬ 
cludes eastern Nebraska, but recent actual records in the Nebraska area 
are few. The species is considered accidental in South Dakota (S.D.O.U., 
1956), and only one record, near the Oahe Dam on the Missouri River in 
central South Dakota in September 1968 (Russell, 1968), has been published 
in South Dakota Bird Notes. In Iowa it is considered an uncommon resident 
in the east (Grant, 1963) and is regularly reported along the Mississippi 
River. In Nebraska there have been only two records since 20 May 1895, 
although it was “formerly not uncommon in the more heavily wooded portions 
of the Missouri bottoms.” (Bruner et ah, 1904). Rapp (1953) reported an 
observation near Fort Calhoun, Washington County on 26 October 1952 and 
Tate (1969) reported a second record, at Indian Cave State Park in Nemaha 
County on 3-4 May 1969. There is also an unconfirmed report of one in the 
Omaha area in 1970. (R. S. Sharpe, pers. comm.). In Kansas the species is 
a “rare and local resident in heavy timber in east” and has been seen re¬ 
cently in nine counties (Johnston, 1960), although at least four of these 
counties are outside of the range of D. p. abieticola and in the range of D. p. 
pileatus. Most records are in winter (Johnston, 1965). In Missouri it is 
considered an uncommon resident in the south (Easterla and Anderson, 
1967). The only recent records in northwest Missouri are two near St. 
Joseph (Hazel Diggs, pers. comm.). 

Thus the closest source of Pileated Woodpeckers to Nebraska is 
northeastern Kansas, and as both Rapp and Tate pointed out, the species is 
probably moving back into the state. Observers along the Missouri River and 
its major tributaries in southeastern Nebraska should be alert for it. 

Literature Cited 

American Ornithologists’ Union. 1957. Check-List of North American Birds. 

5th edition. American Orinthologists’ Union. Ithaca, N.Y. 

Bruner, Lawrence, Robert H. Wolcott, and Myron H. Swenk. 1904. A Pre¬ 
liminary Review of the Birds of Nebraska. Klopp and Bartlett, Omaha. 

116 pp. 

Easterla, David A., and Richard A. Anderson, 1967. Checklist of Missouri 

Birds. The Audubon Society of Missouri. 

Grant, Martin L. 1963. A Checklist of Iowa birds, Coded With Status Symbols. 

Iowa Bird Life 33:50-62. 
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University Kansas Museum Natural History Miscellaneous Publication 
41, 67 pp. 
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Kent L. Fiala, Lincoln 

1970 CHRISTMAS COUNT 

Ninety-five species were recorded in the 1970 Christmas counts from ten 
localities, and five others were reported as present during the count period 
but not recorded on the count itself. The comparable figures for 1969 were 
eighty-two species recorded and four present but not recorded, from seven 
localities. The individual count this year was over 131,083, and for last year 
it was over 119,891. Flickers were not split in either year, but both types 
were reported both years. This year Chadron, Hastings, and Lincoln did not 
differentiate; Scottsbluff reported three Yellow-shafted and forty-six 
Red-shafted, Kearney twelve and five, and Wymore two and one; and the 
others (Beatrice, Omaha, and Peru) reported their figures on the line for 
Yellow-shafted. Scottsbluff and Kearney designated their Meadowlarks as 
Western; Beatrice reported thirty-four Western (marked “singing”) and 
the rest as “species”; Lincoln, Omaha and Peru reported “species”; and 
Greeley, Hastings, and Wymore reported just “Meadowlarks”. 

The columns are arranged in an approximate west (left) to east (right) 
order, with the northernmost point shown first when points are about of 
the same longitude. The symbol “H” is used to indicate species present dur¬ 
ing the count period but not observed on the count day. 

Beatrice, December 26. Fifteen-mile diameter circle centered on 6th and 
Court. Twenty seven party hours, 22 by car, 5 on foot; 234 miles, 227 by car, 
7 by foot. 8 AM to 5:80 PM. Clear day, 20° to 42°. Wind from the north at 
5 to 15 mph, no snow cover, most water frozen. Vera Anderson (reporter), 
Joyce Beach, Calvin Cink, Kent Fiala, Edith Higgins, Grace Higgins, Mildred 
Luebben, Roxana Peckman, Ruby Weigel, A Red-shafted Flicker and more 
Mourning doves were seen during the count period. This is the fourth year 
that the Prairie Falcon has been recorded. 

Chadron, January 2. Chadron State Park, Wilson Park, Dead Horse 
Road, and Whitney Reservoir. Eighty-three miles, 8 AM to 4 PM. Cloudy, 
calm 20°. Doris Gates (reporter), Mrs. Everett Larson, Priscilla Mays, Mrs. 
Jerome Uridil. 

Greeley, January 1. Pibel Lake Recreational Area, Moody farm, Greeley 
cemetery, and areas in between. Forty miles, 35 by car, 5 by foot. 10 AM to 
1 PM, and 3 PM to 5 PM. 25° early morning and late afternoon, 35° at noon. 
Wind 10 to 15 mph from NW, no snow, standing water frozen, rivers partly 
open, cirrus clouds. Half deciduous and coiferous shelterbelts and thickets, 
half open fields and grasslands. Scott (reporter) and Douglas Moody. 
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Scotts- 

bluff 

Chad- 

ron 

Kear¬ 

ney 

Gree¬ 

ley 

Hast¬ 

ings 

Lin¬ 

coln 

Beat¬ 

rice 

Wy- i 

more 

Omaha 

Peru 

Total 

Great Blue Heron 

- 

- 

H 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


H 

Canada Goose 

70 

- 

294 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

120 

- 


485 

White-fronted Goose 

- 

- 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


8 

Snow Goose 









961 

- 


961 

Blue Goose 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

536 

- 


536 

Mallard 

80,000 

- 

94 

- 

1 

361 

- 

- 

2,634 

- 


83,090 

Pintail 

35 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 


37 

American Widgeon 

9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

12 

- 

- 

- 

- 


21 

Ring-necked Duck 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 


1 

Canvasback 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 


4 

Lesser Scaup 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 


5 

Common Goldeneye 

13 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8 

- 

- 

2 

- 


23 

Bufflehead 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 


4 

Common Merganser 

16 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

3 

- 


21 

Goshawk 









1 

- 


1 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 


2 

Cooper's Hawk 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 


1 

Red-tailed Hawk 

2 

- 

2 

1 

9 

21 

21 

18 

38 


9 

121 

Rough-legged Hawk 

H 

2 

5 

- 

1 

H 

2 

11 

8 

- 


29 

Golden Eagle 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


2 

Bald Eagle 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 


3 

Marsh Hawk 

5 

2 

8 

4 

5 

8 

17 

4 

17 


1 

71 

Prairie Falcon 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

H 

1 

- 

- 

- 


1 

Pigeon Hawk 

1 

1 










2 

Sparrow Hawk 

5 

- 

2 

H 

3 

11 

8 

- 

16 


7 

52 

Greater Prairie Chicken 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


2 

Sharp-tailed Grouse 

- 

- 

- 

15 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


15 

Bobwhite 

15 

- 

75 


30 

19 

59 

13 

41 


2 

254 

Ring-necked Pheasant 

6 

5 

7 

13 

5 

18 

13 

1 

17 


3 

88 

Chukar 

H 











H 

Turkey 

19 











19 

Killdeer 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 


4 

Common Snipe 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


2 

Glaucous Gull 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 


1 

Rock Dove 

50 

- 

- 

- 

100 

740 

39 

51 

H 

- 


980 

Mourning Dove 

- 

- 

- 

- 

32 

244 

3 

67 

8 

- 


354 


Bam Owl 
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Scotts- 

bluff 

Chad- 

ron 

Kear¬ 

ney 

Gree¬ 

ley 

Hast¬ 

ings 

Lin¬ 

coln 

Beat¬ 

rice 

Wy- 

more 

Omaha 

Peru 

Total 

Screech Owl 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Great Homed Owl 

3 

- 

8 

2 

4 

5 

5 

2 

4 

1 

34 

Barred Owl 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Short-eared Owl 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

1 

- 

1 

- 

5 

Belted Kingfisher 

6 

- 

1 

- 

3 

H 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10 

Flicker 

49 

9 

17 

- 

18 

8 

10 

3 

44 

3 

161 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

8 

4 

14 

53 

2 

85 

Red-headed Woodpecker 









43 

11 

54 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

Hairy Woodpecker 

1 

4 

8 

4 

3 

6 

6 

5 

9 

2 

48 

Downy Woodpecker 

11 

5 

22 

1 

23 

23 

23 

10 

72 

3 

193 

Homed Lark 

67 

60 

210 

H 

200 

71 

272 

40 

737 

- 

1,657 

Blue Jay 

14 

5 

2 

- 

11 

50 

36 

18 

99 

7 

242 

Black-billed Magpie 

39 

9 

56 

6 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

113 

Common Crow 

17 

- 

119 

9 

250 

93 

64 

21 

57 

18 

648 

Pinon Jay 

- 

4 









4 

Black-capped Chickadee 

24 

23 

64 

8 

100 

-84 

65 

36 

230 

18 

652 

Tufted Titmouse 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

23 

10 

37 

White-breasted Nuthatch 

- 

1 

- 

- 

30 

13 

14 

11 

63 

14 

146 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 

1 

1 

2 

- 

6 

3 

5 

- 

- 

- 

18 

Brown Creeper 

- 

3 

- 

- 

2 

4 

3 

1 

1 

- 

14 

Winter Wren 









1 

- 

1 

Carolina Wren 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

4 

7 

Brown Thrasher 

- 

- 

- 

- 

H 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

H 

Robin 

268 

168 

2 

- 

11 

6 

1 

1 

3 

1 

461 

Eastern Bluebird 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

10 

6 

18 

Townsend's Solitaire 

12 

5 









17 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 

- 

5 

- 

- 

3 

- 

3 

- 

1 

- 

12 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

4 

Bohemian Waxwing 

- 

2 









2 

Cedar Waxwing 

64 

- 

- 

- 

28 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

100 

Northern Shrike 

3 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

Loggerhead Shrike 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

1 

5 

3 

1 

- 

13 

Starling 

530 

60 

243 

90 

500 

4,429 

381 

154 

6,460 

30 

12,877 

Myrtle Warbler 

- 

1 









1 

House Sparrow 

604 

100 

896 

6 

500 

3,641 

1,453 

365 

1,342 

110+ 

9,017+ 

Meadowlark sp. 

216 

- 

10 

H 

150 

130 

147 

74 

55 

10 

792 










Scotts- 

bluff 

Chad- 

ron 

- Kear¬ 
ney 

Gree¬ 

ley 

- Hast¬ 
ings 

Lin¬ 

coln 

Beat¬ 

rice 

- Wy- 
more 

Omaha 

Peru 

Total 

Yellow-headed Blackbird 

- 

- 

- 

- 

H 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

H 

Red-winged Blackbird 

179 

- 

- 

- 

6 

44 

71 

1 

4,925 

1 

5,227 

Rusty Blackbird 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

75 

- 

- 

23 

- 

98 

Common Grackle 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

3 

- 

19 

2,007 

- 

2,034 

Brown-headed Cowbird 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

71 

- 

- 

91 

- 

162 

Cardinal 

- 

- 

15 

- 

12 

24 

37 

30 

133 

16 

267 

Evening Grosbeak 

- 

- 

H 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

H 

Purple Finch 

- 

- 

- 

- 

H 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

House Finch 

18 









- 

18 

Pine Grosbeak 

10 










10 

Common Redpoll 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Pine Siskin 

24 

18 

- 

- 

10 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

55 

American Goldfinch 

23 

10 

195 

H 

50 

119 

32 

7 

46 

- 

482 

Vesper Sparrow 

- 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

Slate-colored Junco 

77 

18 

72 

3 

35 

320 

63 

67 

258 

50 

963 

Oregon Junco 

44 

101 

6 

1 

3 

17 

2 

- 

2 

- 

176 

Tree Sparrow 

54 

70 

325 

92 

100 

550 

272 

222 

804 

- 

2,489 

Chipping Sparrow 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

28 

Clay-colored Sparrow 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 

Harris' Sparrow 

5 

- 

18 

- 

150 

408 

103 

71 

76 

20 

851 

White-crowned Sparrow 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

4 

White-throated Sparrow 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

2 

Swamp Sparrow 









2 

- 

2 

Song Sparrow 

- 

- 

3 

- 

15 

1 

1 

- 

4 

10 

34 

Lapland Longspur 

- 

- 

- 

- 

250 

3S0 

1,060 

990 

850 

- 

3,510 

Snow Bunting 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

H 

3 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Species reported 

47 

28 

33 

16 

48 

54 

42 

36 

54 

28 

95 

Present but not seen 

2 

- 

2 

4 

| 

4 

- 

- 

1 

- 

5 

Individuals reported 

82,617 

695 

2,794 

257 

2,710 12 

,049 

4,312 

2,339 

22,940 

370+ 131,083+ 


Hastings, December 28. A fifteen-mile diameter circle with its center 
south of town, 1.5 miles south of Highway 6 and .5 miles east of Highway 
281, which includes the city parks, Parkview Cemetery, Crystal Lake, fields 
and pastures, woodlands along the Little Blue River, and lagoons west of 
Glenvil. Clear, winds calm, 8° to 34°, ponds and lagoons frozen, river open. 
Fourteen observers in five parties. Party hours 29.5, 13.25 by foot, 16.25 by 
car; party miles 240, 10.5 on foot, 229.5 by car. Mrs. A. A. Alberts, Miss 
Geraldine Heartwell, Mrs. Wm. Helzer, Mrs. A. M. Jones, Miss Helen 
Kucera, Miss Vera Maunder, Burton Nelson, Mrs. J. B. Nelson, O. W. 
Ritchey, Mrs. O. W. Ritchey (reporter), Mr. and Mrs. David Rose, Mr. and 
Mrs. Eldon Percival. 
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Kearney, January 2. A fifteen-mile diameter circle, centered at the 
bridge over the Platte River south of Kearney, which includes Harmon 
Park, Kearney Cemetery, Cottonmill Lake, Turkey Creek southwest of 
Kearney, Kearney bridge, Odessa bridge, Wood River area south of 
Kearney, Minden 1-80 interchange area, and connecting streets and roads. 
Parks and cemetery 25%, river bottom lands 50%, roadsides 25%. Eleven 
observers in two parties. Fifteen party hours, 7 on foot, 8 by car, 142 party 
miles, 5 on foot, 137 by car. 8 AM to noon, 1 PM to 5PM. Overcast 
gradually increasing snowfall beginning with flurries about 11 AM, wind 
north, about 10 mph to start, almost calm by afternoon (blizzard developed 
that night). 25° to 17°, ground completely open in morning, about .5 inches 
of snow by 5 PM river about half open. John C. W. Bliese (reporter), George 
M. Brown, Marian Brown, Laurie Brown, Cheryl Fillmer, Chris W. Hanson, 
Mrs. Lynn Mastin, Ronnie Marrow, Dennis Schall, Wayne Vian, Charles 

R. Wallace. The Great Blue Heron was seen December 28 by George Brown, 
in a drainage Ditch south of the Odessa bridge, and the Evening Grosbeaks 
were in the Bliese’s back yard January 3. 

Lincoln, December 27. A fifteen-mile diameter circle with its center at 
14th and A Streets, which includes Pioneers’ Park, Wyuka Cemetary, Yankee 
Hill Reservoir, Wilderness Park, Salt and Stevens Creeks, timbered bottom 
lands and local farm and pasture lands. Cloudy but clear by midday. 25° 
to 31°. No snow. Creeks mostly open, and some open water in lakes. Twenty- 
two observers in five parties, 8 AM to 5:30 PM. Total party hours 43, 24 by 
car, 19 by foot; total party miles 268, 245 by car, 23 by foot. Mrs. C. J. 
Best, Amy Brill, Mary Jo Cink, Calvin Cink (reporter), Dr. and Mrs. Howard 
P. Doole, Kent Fiala, Katherine Guthrie, Ralph Harrington, Mr. and Mrs. 
Ron Howard, Norma Johnson, Rosalind Morris, Mr. and Mrs. John Ott, 
Helen Philpotts, Don Pitcher, Hazel Schreiber, Leon Strickland, Mr. and 
Mrs. Earl F. Thomas. The Prairie Falcon was seen January 1 by Mr. 
Strickland. It had gone by the time Mr. Cink had been notified and got to 
the area, but he was satisfied with the field marks observed. The total of 53 
(excluding Rock Doves) exceeds the previous record of 47 set in 1958. 

Omaha, December 26. A fifteen-mile diameter circle centered at Offutt 
Lake (about three miles north of the junction of the Platte and Missouri 
Rivers), to include Fontenelle Forest, Lake Manawa (Iowa) State Park, and 
portions of the Platte and Missouri Rivers. Deciduous growth 30%, fields 
and pastures 45%, roadside 20%, water 5%. 8 AM to 5 PM. Clear, 30° to 
42°, wind NW 9 to 13 mph. No snow cover. Waters frozen except for rivers 
and springs. Thirty-two observers in nine parties. Total party hours 71, 27 
on foot, 44 by car; total party miles 442, 36 on foot, 406 by car. Rose An¬ 
derson, Leonart Berg, Grover Bramel, Dan Cassidy, Harold Chase, Rev. 
Alban J. Dachauer S. J., Gary Drown, Arthur Fortmeyer, Gary Garabrandt, 
Mike Gawerecki, C. E. Heaney Jr., Ann Hodgson, Rev. Thomias Hoffman 

S. J., Dr. Larry Holcomb, Rosemary Holeman, John Holmes, Paul Krause, 
Bill Latka Jr., Bill Latka III, Marian Meier, Nick Newman, Barbara and 
Loren Padelford, Jack Phillips, Marie J. Pluta (reporter), Jean Schneider, 
E. Thomas Stacey, Carl H. Swanson, Dr. Mary Tremaine, Melba Wigg, 
Gertrude Wood, James Zahller. The Goshawk was observed overhead at 
fifteen feet. The pearl gray breast was definitely seen, as well as the 
long tail, short wings and the accipiter flap and sail pattern, by Gertrude 
Wood and Jean Schneider. The Glaucous Gull was studied for two hours 
from various points as it moved around Lake Manawa, including telescope 
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observations of the bird at rest. The heavy dark-tipped bill and pinkish legs, 
white primaries in flight, and buffy grey mantle were noted. It was 
believed to be a second-year going into adult plumage. It was observed 
by Dr. Tremaine, who is familiar with the bird from observations in 
New York and in Churchill, and by Rose Anderson and John Holmes. The 
Chipping Sparrows were observed at twelve to fifteen feet, in with a flock of 
Tree, Harris’, and two Swamp Sparrows, by Dr. Larry Holcomb. The eye 
stripes, cheek patches, breasts, and flanks of all four species were compared. 

Peru, January 1. The Nemaha bluffs. 10 AM to 5PM. 32° to 45°, soft 
NW breeze, semi-cloudy. Ida May Hey wood (reporter) and Mrs. B. F. 
Mowery. The late start was due to a “bird watcher’s breakfast” in the bird 
blind of Mary Alice Vernon’s home. A planned later, more official, count 
could not be made because of deep snow. 

Scottsbluff, December 26. A fifteen-mile diameter circle centered on 
the bridge across the North Platte River at South Broadway, to include 
Scottsbluff and Gering. 7 AM to 4:30 PM, fair and mild, 10° to 38°, wind 
5 to 15 mph. Six observers in three parties. Lydia Bolz, Joyce Brasher, Rosina 
Hilpert, Roy Witschy, Mrs. Roy Witschy (reporter), Shaw R. Young. 


WINTER MEETING 

The Winter Meeting was held February 13 and 14, 1971, in Crete, utiliz¬ 
ing the facilities of Doane College. The program was: 

Welcomed by Dr. Philip Heckman, President of Doane College. 

A Summer at the National Audubon Society’s Camp in Maine, Dr. 
Charles R. Wallace, Kearney State College. 

A Natural Science Interim: The Art of Discovery, Robert D. Muckel, 
Doane College. 

Reports on the Christmas Bird Count in various areas of the state. 

Environmental Programs and Future Plans in Nebraska, Dr. Larry C. 
Holcomb, Creighton University. 

Spring Waterfowl Migration in Lancaster County, Calvin L. Cink 
(speaker) and Kent Fiala, University of Nebraska at Lincoln. 

Helpers at the Nest, Dr. Peter Wescott, University of Nebraska at 
Lincoln. 

Vocal Isolating Mechanisms between Populations of Scaled and Bob- 
white Quail, Daniel E. Hatch, University of Nebraska at Lincoln. 

A tape of twenty unidentified birds calls was available on the dial 
access system of the Doane Media Center and attendees were invited to try 
to identify them. Kent Fiala won with seventeen correct identifications. 

In the evening Dr. Mary Tremaine of the University of Nebraska Medi¬ 
cal Center showed slides taken on her trip to Alaska last summer, and Prof. 
Everett Gross of Doane College showed some slides of the Gross’ summer trip 
to Canada and Oregon. The plans for the Sunday morning Field Trip were 
changed because ice made car travel inadvisable, and it was confined to a 
walking trip through the woods behind the Gross’ home, the college campus, 
the golf course, and back to the Gross’ (by which time the ice had melted). 
The lack of greater variety in habitat helped to limit the count to sixteen 
species; Mallard (in flight), Rock Dove, Flicker (Yellow-shafted); Red-bel¬ 
lied, Red-headed, Hairy, and Downy Wood-peckers; Blue Jay, Black-capped 
Chickadee, White-breasted Nuthatch, Brown Creeper, House Sparrow, West¬ 
ern Meadowlark, Cardinal Slate-colored Junco, and Harris’ Sparrow. The 
total attendance was between thirty-five and forty. 
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1970 NEBRASKA NESTING SURVEY 

Compiled by Dr. Esther V. Bennett 
City Naturalist, Lincoln, Nebraska 

Data on the 1970 Nesting Season in Nebraska were received from 30 ob¬ 
servers, reporting on 72 species from 21 counties. Counties in the tabulation 
are listed in a west to east order, with the northernmost of approximately 
equal locations given first. Numbers represent Nest Record Cards; letters 
are from NOU Nesting Report forms: N represents nests observed; Y 
represents young observed; F represents carrying food; S represents carry¬ 
ing fecal sac. Fifty-three Nebraska species were reported on 409 North 
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American Nest Record Cards, In addition, unidentified nests were reported 
on six cards and out-of-state nests were reported on 25 cards. 

The counties (with column numbers on the tabulation shown in pa¬ 
rentheses) and the contributors were: Adams (12), G. A. Heartwell, E. M. 
Helzer, V. A. Maunder, E. R. Ritchey, 0. W. Ritchey, B. Welch; Buffalo 
(10), J. C. Bliese, W. R. Quelle, W. E. Vian, U. L. Wranosky; Clay (15), 
O. W. Ritchey; Cuming (18), Larry Einemann; Custer (8), Eva Mae Kieborz 
Dawes (2), Doris Gates, Mrs. J. C. Uridil; Dawson (9), Esther Bennett, W. 
E. Vian; Douglas (20), R. G. Cortelyou; Garden (4), D. R. Perkuchin, B. L. 
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Zeller; Hamilton (14), M. D. Enderle; Kearney (11), J. C. Bliese, W. E. 
Vian; Lancaster (19), Mrs. John W. Bengtson, Esther Bennett, Larry Eine- 
mann, Edward J. Fogerty, Gary Gabelhouse, Ellis Greiner, Norma Johnson, 
Frances L. Taylor; Lincoln (7), Esther Bennett, Mrs. M. A. Cox; McPher¬ 
son (6), Oona Bassett; Nuckolls (16), 0. W. Ritchey; Perkins (5), Mrs. 
Jerry Sejkora; Sarpy (21), R. G. Cortelyou, James M. Malkowski; Sheridan 
(3); Doris Gates; Sioux (1), Doris Gates, Mrs, J. C. Uridil; Webster (13), 
O. W. Ritchey; York (17), Lee Morris. 

Contributors of at least 15 cards included; Ellis Greiner (118), Oona 
Bassett (92) (2 Arizona), Frances L. Taylor (93) (3 Kansas), Larry Eine- 
mann (25), J. C. Bliese (15), D. E. Hatch (16 Oklahoma, 2 New Mexico), 
Lee Morris (15). 
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Colonial nesting species and numbers of nests were Eared Grebe (137), 
Cormorant (25), Great Blue Heron (125), Black-crowned Night Heron (6), 
Forster’s Tern (20), Cliff Swallow (786) and Purple Martin (7). These 
1106 nests were reported on 12 nest cards. 

Cowbird eggs or young were reported in the nests of Brown Thrasher 
(Hamilton), Bell’s Vireo (Lancaster), Yellow Warbler (Lancaster) Meadow¬ 
lark (Cuming), Red-winged Blackbird (York, Lancaster), Blue Grosbeak 
(Cuming), Dickcissel (Cuming), and American Goldfinch (Lancaster). 

The following Nebraska species were reported for 1970 which were not 
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reported in 1969: Eared Grebe, Double-crested Cormorant, Great Blue Heron, 
Swainson’s Hawk, Marsh Hawk, Sharp-tailed Grouse, Sora, America Coot, 
Upland Plover, Long-eared Owl, Eastern Phoebe, Traill’s Flycatcher, Eastern 
Wood Pewee, Horned Lark, Cliff Swallow, Purple Martin, Warbling Vireo, 
Scarlet Tanager, Indigo Bunting and Field Sparrow. 

Species reported in the 1969 nesting season which were not reported in 
1970 included; Western Grebe, Red-tailed Hawk, Prairie Falcon, Piping Plov¬ 
er, Least Tern, Belted Kingfisher, Say’s Phoebe, Yellowthroat, Bullock’s 
Oriole, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Vesper Sparrow and Chipping Sparrow. 

Four species, Long-eared Owl, Traill’s Flycatcher, Scarlet Tanager, 
and Field Sparrow, were added to the list of Nebraska nesting species 
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(NBR 37:45), bringing the total to 133 species. A young Long-eared Owl 
was found in a restroom at Pinewood Bowl, Pioneers Park, Lincoln in July, 
1970. The bird died within a few hours after it was found. The specimen 
was given to the University of Nebraska Museum, where Kent Fiala and 
Cal Cink made positive identification of it. A Traill’s Flycatcher’s nest with 
one egg was observed in Amorpha fruticosa (Indigobush) by Larry Eine- 
mann on July 4, in Cuming County. The adult birds were in the area on that 
date. On July 11, one parent bird was observed feeding one young Traill’s 
Flycatcher. An immature Scarlet Tanager was obsorved by R. G. Cortelyou 
on July 19. Single Field Sparrow nests were observed in McPherson County 
by Oona Bassett June 30—July 6 and in Sarpy County by James M. Mal- 
kowski on June 16. Young Field Sparrows were observed by Mrs. Bassett in 
early August. 

Appreciation is expressed to the contributors for their fine participation 
in the 1970 nest survey. Efforts in the field and time involved in completing 
nest cards represent a dedication shared by increasing numbers of persons 
throughout the United States and Canada. The Nebraska contributors are 
to be commended for continuing to play such an active part in this accumula¬ 
tion of data. 

Cards and instruction sheets may be obtained from Dr. Esther Bennett, 
600 S. 33, Lincoln, Nebraska, 68510. Completed cards should be returned to 
Dr. Bennett by October 1, 1971. 

(Note. The letter entries shown for Douglas County were from the 
NOU Nesting Report from submitted by R. G. Cortelyou, with no indication 
that some — probably most — of the observations were made in Spary 
County. Ed.) 


NOTES 

GREATER PRAIRIE CHICKEN. On the afternoon of January 10, 1971, 
Mrs. J. C. W. Bliese of Kearney saw a female Greater Prairie Chicken in a 
neighboring yard. The bird didn’t flush until after Dr. Bliese walked into the 
yard. 

COMMON SNIPE. Miss Linda Young of Omaha found a Common Snipe 
with a broken left wing along the bank of a fresh, warm water stream near 
Leshara on January 5. The bird died the next day and was brought to the 
Fontenelle Forest Nature Center. The wound was still fresh. 

Curtis Abdouch. Omaha 

VEERY. I had a Veery in my yard August 30 and 31, 1970. I was watch¬ 
ing the bird from my porch with binoculars when it came right up into bright 
sunshine about fifteen feet from me. I was amazed to see that it was a golden 
brown about the shade of a Brown Thrasher and had a light area above the 
eye. 

Florence Patton , Wymore 

Supplement to the Revised Check-list of Nebraska Birds 
A Supplement to the Revised Check-list has been prepared, covering species 
not listed in the 1958 edition for which observations in Nebraska have been 
reported in the Bird Review from 1956 through 1970, new records on species 
listed as hypothetical or extirpated, and two species omitted from the 1958 
edition which had been in earlier editions. It also includes a few entries to 
clarify nomenclature or indexing. It is available from the N.O.U. Librarian, 
University of Nebraska State Museum, Lincoln, Nebraska 68508, in two forms. 
One is printed as the last three pages of a reprint of the 1958 edition, with 
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indications in the reprint portion of those entries which have further infor¬ 
mation in the supplement. This is available at $1.50. The other form consists 
merely of the three pages of the Supplement itself in such form that it can 
be attached in the back of the 1958 edition, for those who have the old edition 
who will insert by hand the indications of additional information or will 
forego such indications. This costs $.50. In all, there are twelve entries of 
additional information of some kind on entries in the 1958 edition, two en¬ 
tries for species omitted from the 1958 edition, and 24 entries for new species. 

IN MEMORIAM 

Mrs. A. M. Brookings, a member of N.O.U. since 1927, died August 31, 
1970 at the age of ninety-three. Mr. Brookings, for whom the Brookings Bird 
Club was named, was the founder of the House of Yesterday and she aided 
him in his collecting trips and in the establishment and operation of the Mu¬ 
seum, was Acting Director after his death until Mr. W. E. Eigsti became 
Director, and served as Deputy Director for three years thereafter. Her 
death breaks another tie with the “olden days” of NOU, for her membership 
covered almost half of the life of the organization. 

Dr. Ray S. Wycoff, who had practiced medicine in Lexington for forty- 
seven years, died early this year. He had been a member of N.O.U. since 
1949, and had contributed a number of articles and notes to the Review. 

Mr. Sigvald Jensen of Weeping Water died this spring after a confining 
illness of about a year which struck him shortly after he retired. Those who 
have attended recent annual meetings will remember his quiet good humor 
and helpfulness. 
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Figure 1. Turkey Vulture Nest Cave in Sheridan County 



Figure 2. Mouth of the Sheridan County Cave 
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TURKEY VULTURE NESTING RECORDS FOR 
NEBRASKA—A NEW RECORD FOR SHERIDAN COUNTY 

Daniel E. Hatch and Pamela A. Garrels 

The Turkey Vulture (Cathartes aura ) is believed to be a summer resi¬ 
dent throughout Nebraska (Rapp, 1954). Prior to 1904 the species was re¬ 
ported nesting in Sioux, Cherry, Frontier, Custer, Douglas, Lancaster, and 
Richardson Counties (Brunner, et. al., 1904) and also near Peru in Nemaha 
County (Brunner, 1896). J. S. Hunter (unpublished field records, Nebraska 
Ornithologists’ Union Library) reported two additional Lancaster County 
records—a clutch of two eggs at Stevens Creek, May 9, 1896 and a nest 
with two young 3y 2 miles “below” the penitentiary, June 18, 1897. The only 
recently published Nebraska record (Lionberger, 1944) is one of the vultures 
nesting in an old brick house near Superior in Nuckolls County. In August, 
1968, Doris Gates (personal communication) reported a fully fledged juvenile 
Turkey Vulture in the Pine Ridge area near Chadron in Dawes County. It 
is unlikely that a juvenile in August would have moved very far from the 
nest in which it hatched. 

On July 18 and 19, 1970 the junior author observed a Turkey Vulture 
nest in a small cave (Fig. 1.) located on the Vaughan Ranch in Sheridan 
County north of Gordon (SEV 4 of NEtt of S. 31, T. 35N., R.42 W.) The cave, 
eight feet in depth, was in a sandstone outcropping and had an opening (Fig. 
2.) approximately three feet high and five feet wide. Two partially fledged 
young were present, and when approached would run to the rear of the cave 
giving the hissing or growling sound so characteristic of the species. Both 
parent birds circled overhead during the second of the two observations. A 
midden of the vultures’ food wastes and porcupine feces had accumulated in 
the front of the cave, suggesting the two species had probably shared the 
cave for several years. It is not known, however, if the vultures and porcu¬ 
pines were ever in the cave at the same time. Dr. Vaughn, the owner of 
the ranch, reported the presence of vultures at the cave during the summer 
of 1969. 

The above observations (Fig. 3.) suggest that the south-eastern part of 
Nebraska, especially along the Missouri River, and the northwestern corner, 
especially the Pine Ridge area, might be more suitable for nesting than 
other parts of the state. However, it is also evident from Figure 3. that 
Turkey Vultures will nest in suitable sites throughout Nebraska. According 
to Bent (1937) suitable sites include a wide variety of situations—dead 
stumps, caves, edges of bluffs, brush heaps, hollow trees, abandoned build¬ 
ings, and others. Most of the nests seen by the authors (primarily in Mis¬ 
souri) have been in caves. 
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Figure 3. Turkey Vulture Nesting Records for Nebraska 
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A LANCASTER COUNTY RECORD FOR 
THE SURF SCOTER 

While leading a field trip for a group of birders from the Lincoln Audu¬ 
bon Naturalist’s Club on 8 November 1970, we discovered a Surf Scoter 
(Melanitta perspicillata) on Conestoga Lake, about six miles southwest of 
Lincoln, Nebraska (NW^, Section 10, T-9N, R-5E). The Scoter was first 
observed near the north bank of the lake, but as we approached it swam 
out toward the center of the lake where it mingled with a small flock of 
Lesser Scaup (Ay thy a affinis). The characteristic identifying features of 
the scoter were observed as the bird went through a series of comfort move¬ 
ments, including wing stretching. Even though visibility was poor due to a 
misting rain, we could still make out all the field marks using a spotting 
scope. The absence of a white speculum ruled out the possibility that it 
was a White-winged Scoter ( Melanitta deglandi) and the presence of two 
clear white cheek patches eliminated the possibility that it was a female 
Common Scoter (Oidemia nigra). The Scoter also lacked the whitish patch 
on the back of the head characteristic of an adult female Surf Scoter. By 
the process of elimination we finally decided it was an immature Surf Scoter, 
the sex of which is undetrminable in the field. During the period of time we 
observed it the Scoter rested and preened. After preening the back feathers 
it would occasionally stretch its wings upward and forward. Preening of the 
belly feathers was accomplished by rolling over on its back in the water. 
We observed these activities until we had to leave about an hour after we 
had arrived at the lake. The Scoter was not seen again when a return visit 
was made the following day. 

This is one of very few records for the Surf Scoter in the state of Ne¬ 
braska. Tate (NBR 33:50, 1965) summarized the most recent of the Surf 
Scoter records for Nebraska but, unfortunately, cited incorrectly records 
from Brown County (NBR 5:13-14, 1937) and Hall County (NBR 2:14, 
1934). Both of these records were for the White-winged Scoter, not the 
Surf Scoter. 

Our record represents only the fourth observation of Surf Scoters in 
Lancaster County. Bruner ( Some notes on Nebraska birds, 1896) cities a 
dubious report that three individuals were shot on Salt Lake (Capital Beach) 
near Lincoln in November of 1895 by some students at the University of 
Nebraska. These specimens were not preserved. August Eiche collected the 
first definite record (a male) at Capital Beach on 7 October 1896 (Bruner, 
Walcott and Swenk, A preliminary review of the birds of Nebraska, 1904). 
An immature female collected by John T. Zimmer near Salt Lake on 7 May 
1911 is now in the collection of the University of Nebraska State Museum 
(ZM #-10300). Our observation appears to be the only published record of 
a Surf Scoter in the eastern third of Nebraska for the last 60 years. 

Calvin L. Cink and Kent L. Fiala 

Department of Zoology 

The University of Nebraska, Lincoln 
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1970 (THIRTEENTH) FALL OCCURRENCE REPORT 

Two hundred and sixty two species are shown in this report, compared 
to 252 in 1969, 239 in 1968, 235 in 1967, and 258 in 1966. At least twenty-six 
species were reported only from Lancaster County, which reported 203 species 
in total, compared to the 160 for the next highest list (Douglas-Sarpy). 
Part of the credit for the large list goes to the variety of habitats, but at 
least some must be due to careful checking of areas not previously com¬ 
pletely investigated. Probably careful checking would produce similar re¬ 
sults in other areas. (Lancaster reported 157 species in the 1969 Fall Report.) 

The information is presented in rough west (left) to east (right) order, 
with locations of about the same longitude listed with the northernmost first. 
Two dates indicate the first and last records during the period. The symbols 
used are: 

Jl, Au, Sp, O, N. and D for the months. 

S - to indicate a species which arrived before July 1. 

- W to indicate a species which remained after December 31. 

P to indicate a species which is present all the year, although the same 

individuals may not be present during the whole year, and the numbers 
present may vary greatly between summer and winter. (S - W also indicates 
much the same thing, but is used in cases which are considered special cir¬ 
cumstances, rather than a normal pattern.) 

S indicates summer residents, W winter residents, and M species in mi¬ 
gration which were reported in this manner rather than with actual dates. 

The reporting locations, contributors, and special comments are: 

Adams, Hastings and Kenesaw, 102 species. Mrs. 0. W. Ritchey for 
the Brooking Bird Club, Harold Turner. A Brown Thrasher was reported as 
staying all winter. 

Brown, Ainsworth, 117 species. Mrs. Edith Hurlbut. Mrs. Hurlbut had 
a Common Grackle wintering at her feeder, and she reports that many gros¬ 
beaks are permanent residents in Long Pine canyon. 

Custer, Mema, 88 species. Mrs. Ray Kieborz. (See “Notes” for com¬ 
ments on a Black-backed Three-toed Woodpecker seen August 30, not in¬ 
cluded in the species count for the county or the state). 

Douglas-Sarpy, Omaha and Bellevue, 160 species. Carl H. Swanson, 
Loren and Barbara Padelford, Mrs. J. L. Pluta for Omaha Bird Club, Calvin 
Cink for an Audubon Naturalists Club trip, and R. G. Cortelyou, (reporters), 
Lennart Berg, Mrs. E. O. Goodson, Rev. Thomas Hoffman, S. J., James 
Malkowski, Roger Sharpe, Mary Tremaine. The Woodcock was seen in an 
overgrown field at Carter Lake, where it has been seen before in migration. 
The Snowy Owl was seen near the Western Electric plant in Millard. The 
Omaha World-Hearld quoted James Beck, editor of the company newspaper, 
as saying that several employees saw two Snowy Owls together, and that 
at least one of the Owls had been there for several months. A late Cedar 
Waxwing was seen December 16. A Shrike (not identified as to species) 
was seen October 31, perched alone in the top of a tall tree. According to 
Peterson, the date and the location suggest that it was a Northern. Mrs. 
Mille Reiser had a pair of Baltimore Orioles at her home at 10607 Poppleton 
from mid-November through December. She fed them grapes, raisins, and a 
mixture of oatmeal-suet-peanut butter. An open, spring-fed creek borders 
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hier yard. The White-winger Crossbill was seen by Mr. Swanson in Fontenelle 
Forest, feeding on weed seed about five feet from the ground. It was identi¬ 
fied by the broad white wing-bar. The Peregrine Falcon was seen by the 
Padelfords about four miles west of Papillion, sitting on top of a telephone 
pole along a gravel road. They observed it from their car at a distance of 
about thirty yards for about twenty minutes, noting coloration, shape, size, 
and flight characteristics. The white band at the tip of the tail was easily 
seen, as was the black “moustache” at the side of the head. The wingbeat 
was much like that of the pigeon. It was larger than a Kestrel, about the 
size of a Crow. The Glaucous Gull was commented on in the report of the 
Christmas Count (NBR 39:8). 

Lancaster, Lincoln, 203 species. Shirley and Howard Doole, Calvin L. 
Cink, Esther Bennett (reporters), Mrs. John W. Bengston, Edward .J Fog- 
erty, Kent Fiala. Mr. Cink identified the Canada Goose seen December 27 
as of the Richardson’s subspecies. The early White-winged Scooter was shot 
by a hunter and the wings are now in the State Museum, the late one was 
seen on Yankee Hill Lake. Both the Horned Grebe and the Surf Scoter were 
studied carefully with a spotting scope. An early Rough-legged Hawk was 
seen August 15. Thirty-eight American Golden Plovers and two Black-bel¬ 
lied Plovers were studied with scopes at fifty feet on October 3. The 
Dowitcher seen September 5 was reported as a Long-billed. The Poor-will 
was found dead on a road, and apparently had been killed some time before 
the date given (which was when it was found). A note on it will be printed! 
separately, as will a note on the Caspian Terns. A comment on the Long- 
eared Owl was given in the 1970 Nebraska Nesting Survey (NBR 39:15). 
Many Common Nighthawks were noted in flight on September 25. The 
Woodcock was seen in the Doole’s yard. 

Lincoln, Hershey, 97 species. Mrs. M. A. Cox. Four Mourning Doves 
were seen December 22. 

McPherson, Tryon, 86 species. Mrs. Oona Bassett. Definite identification 
of the Empidonax species might have increased the number of species. The 
Dowitcher was reported as a Long-billed. 

Nemaha, Auburn and Peru, 69 species. Mrs. B. F. Mowery and Ida May 
Heywood. The Black-billed Cuckoo was observed for half an hour feeding 
in a tree outside the Mowery’s window. This is a record late sighting for 
Mrs. Mowery. The Carolina Wren was observed nesting by Miss Heywood. 

Perkins, Grant, 87 species. Don Sejkora, Mrs. Jerry Sejkora. A young 
hummingbird visited their feeder from August 7 to 17. It could not be identi¬ 
fied, but it had one red feather on its throat. A late Mockingbird was at 
their waterer several times a day from November 16 to 25, and left the day 
before their first big snowstorm. One of the two Mountain Bluebirds seen 
October 11 was banded. The Black-throated Blue Warbler was seen on a cold, 
rainy morning, and both its coloration and its junco-like chip were used 1 in 
identification. The Baltimore Oriole’s feathers were more of a bright red 
than the common orange color, except for a narrow stripe of orange running 
down the middle of the breast to the belly. In flight its wing linings ap¬ 
peared almost fluorescent red. 

Sarpy, see Douglas. 

Scotts Bluff, Scottsbluff, 124 species. Mrs. Harry Banghart (reporter), 
Mrs. J. J. Brashear, Mr. and Mrs. Roy Witschy. 



24 


Nebraska Bird Review 


Scotts Per- McFher- Lin- Brown Cus- Adams Lan- Doug- Ne- 



Bluff kins 

son 

coin 


ter 


caster Sarpy maha 

Common Loon 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

J1 20 
N 30 

N 1 

Homed Grebe 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 22 
N 5 

- 

Eared Grebe 

- 

Au 20 

- 

- 

M 

- 

- 

0 15 

0 17 

- 

Western Grebe 

S - 

0 10 

- 

S - 
Sp 24 

- 

- 

- 

- 

N 4 

0 18 

Pied-billed Grebe 

Sp 17 
0 10 

- 

" 

- 

M 

Sp 2 

0 25 

Sp 20 
0 19 

Au 1 

N 18 

Au 1 

D 6 

White Pelican 

Sp 16 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 25 
N 22 

0 18 

Double-crested 

Cormorant 

S - 
Au 13 

- 

- 

- 

S 

- 

- 

Sp 21 
0 3 

Sp 13 - 

0 11 

Great Blue Heron 

S - 

0 10 

- 

S - S - 

Sp 28 0 5 

S 

J1 26 

Au 29 
Au 30 

Au 20 
N 5 

S - S - 
Sp 27 Au 8 

Green Heron 

- 

- 

- 

J1 26 
Au 1 

- 

- 

- 

S - 

0 6 

S - 

Sp 6 

Little Blue Heron 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 7 

- 

Common Egret 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 25 

- 

Black-crowned 

Night Heron 

S - 
Sp 7 

- 

Sp 1 

Au 9 

s 

- 

J1 22 

S - 

Sp 8 

- 

Least Bittern 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

S - 

Au 12 

S - 

J1 17 

American Bittern 

0 7 

0 10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

S - 

0 18 

0 17 

- 

Whistling Swan 

- 

- 

" 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 21 

D 14 

- 

Canada Goose 

0 10 
- w 

- 

- 

N 20 
- W 

M 

- 

0 11 

0 26 

D 27 

0 13 N 10 

White-fronted Goose 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 17 

- 

Snow Goose 

- 

- 

- 

- 

M 

" 

0 21 

n la 

N 26 

Sp 24 0 2 

D 17 D 7 

Blue Goose 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

N 16 

N 26 

Sp 24 0 2 

D 17 D 7 

Mallard 

p 

- 

S - 
0 28 

P 

S 

0 11 

S - 

D 28 

P 

0 3 

N 21 

Gadwall 

- 

- 

Au 12 

- 

- 

- . 

- 

S - 

Sp 10 - 


N 8 N 4 

Sp 20 


Pintail 


Au 15 

- W 


Au 12 


M 


Au 11 Sp 6 
0 18 0 26 



Nebraska Bird Review 


25 



Scotts Per- McFher- Lin- 
Bluff kins son coin 

Brown 

Cus- Adams 
ter ( 

Lan¬ 

caster 

Doug- Ne- 
Sarpy maha 

Green-winged Teal 

Sp 19 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Au 18 Sp 6 

0 18 0 17 

0 17 

N 21 

Blue-winged Teal 

Sp 17 Au 16 
0 10 0 4 

S - 
Sp 6 

S 

- 

Au 11 
0 18 

S - 
N 22 

Au 16 Sp 20 
0 18 

American Widgeon 

0 10 

D 26 

- 

0 30 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 17 
D 27 

0 3 

N 1 

Shoveler 

0 10 

- 

Sp 23 Sp 5 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 21 
N 30 

0 3 

N 21 

Wood Duck 

- 

- 

- 

M 

J1 15 
J1 22 

0 18 

S - 
0 17 

S - 

N 14 

Bedhead 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 18 

0 15 

N 4 

N 1 

Ring-necked Duck 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 3 

D 27 

N 8 

Canvasback 

- 

- 

- 

M 

- 

- 

0 3 

D 27 

- 

Lesser Scaup 

0 17 

N 13 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 3 

D 27 

0 18 

N 21 

Common Goldeneye 

D 26 
- W 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

N 5 

D 27 

N 21 

D 6 

Bufflehead 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 29 

D 27 

N 14 

N 21 

White-winged,. Scoter 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 15 

0 23 

- 

Surf Scoter 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

N 8 

- 

Ruddy Duck 

- 

Au 20 

0 16 

M 

- 

0 19 

Au 20 
N 16 

0 31 - 

Hooded Merganser 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

N 5 

N 22 

N 14 

Common Merganser 

D 26 
- W 

- 

- 

M 

- 

- 

N 16 

D 27 

N 21 

Red-breasted 

Merganser 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

N 18 

N 26 

- 

Turkey Vulture 

Sp 19 

- 

- D 30 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 5 

Sp 18 S - 
Sp 20 Au 15 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

- 

So 12 
0 6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

S - 
N 29 

Sp 10 

N 10 

Cooper's Hawk 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 22 
0 25 

S - 
D 27 

- 

Red-tailed Hawk 

P 

P 

J1 30 Sp 2 
Sp 12 0 5 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P P 



26 


Nebraska Bird Review 


Scotts Per- McPher- Lin- Brown Cus- Adams Lan- Doug- Ne- 



Bluff 

kins 

son 

coin 


ter 


caster 

Sarpy 

maha 

Red-shouldered Hawk 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

N 1 

- 

- 

P 

- 

Broad-winged Hawk 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 25 

- 

0 22 

Au 4 

- 

Swainson's Hawk 

Au 15 
0 10 

S - J1 30 S - 
Sp 10 Sp 16 Sp 2 

- 

S - 

D 27 

- 

0 11 

N 15 

D 5 

- 

Rough-legged Hawk 

D 4 

- W 

N 18 
- W 

- 

D 27 
- W 

W 

- 

N 7 

- w 

D 13 

D 29 

0 13 

D 26 

- 

Ferruginous Hawk 

Sp 19 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Golden Eagle 

P 

0 17 

- W 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 16 

D 25 

- 

- 

- 

Bald Eagle 

N 27 
- W 

- 

J1 29 

D 19 

- w 

w 

- 

0 21 

- 

N 19 

- 

Marsh Hawk 

P 

P 

Sp 19 
Sp 23 

P 

- 

- 

P 

P 

0 25 

D 5 

P 

Osprey 

Sp 16 
Sp 18 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 24 
Sp 26 

- 

Prairie Falcon 

- 

Au 23 

- 

- 

- 

0 25 

0 10 

D 28 

- 

- 

- 

Peregrine Falcon 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

J1 26 

- 

- 

D 13 

- 

Pigeon Hawk 

0 10 

D 26 

- 

Sp 27 

- 

- 

Au 30 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sparrow Hawk 

P 

P 

Sp 8 

P 

S 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Greater Prairie 
Chicken 

- 

- 

- 

P 

- 

P 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sharp-tailed Grouse 

- 

- 

P 

- 

P 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Bobwhite 

P 

P 

- 

P 

p 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Ring-necked Pheasant 

P 

P 

P 

P 

p 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Chukar 

0 10 

D 26 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Turkey 

P 

- 

- 

- 

p 

- 

D 15 

- 

- 

- 

Sandhill Crane 

Sp 24 
0 28 

0 5 

N 18 

0 18 

0 22 

N 11 

M 

- 

0 29 

N 10 

- 

- 

- 

King Rail 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

S - 
J1 10 

- 

- 

Virginia Rail 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Au 30 

s - 

J1 20 

.. _ 

- 

Sora 

- 

- 

J1 15 
J1 27 

- 

- 

- 

0 13 

S - 

Au 27 

- 

- 

American Coot 

Sp 27 
N 15 

S - 
0 4 

S - 
Sp 8 

- 

s 

- 

- 

S - 

D 15 

S - 

N 21 

- 



Nebraska Bird Review 


27 



Scotts Per- ] 
Bluff kins 

'fcPher- Lin- 
son coin 

Brown 

Cus¬ 

ter 

Adams 

Lan- Doug- Ne- 
caster Sarpy maha 

Semipalmated Plover 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

. Au 15 
Sp 29 

- 

- 

Killdeer 

S - 
D 27 

S - 
Sp 28 

S 

S - 

0 1 

S 

S - 
0 25 

P 

S - 
N 22 

S - 

0 24 

S - 

Au 7 

American Golden Plover - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 3 

- 

- 

Black-bellied Plover 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 3 

- 

- 

American Woodcock 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 12 0 11 

- 

Common Snipe 

0 10 

D 26 

- 

- 

J1 21 
J1 26 

M 

- 

Au 31 Sp 5 

N 11 0 2.6 

- 

- 

Long-billed Curlew 

Au 26 

S - 
Au 20 

S - 
J1 25 

S - 
J1 8 

S 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 18 

- 

Upland Plover 

- 

- 

S - S - 

J1 24 Sp 4 

S 

- 

- 

Au 21 
Sp 3 

S - 

J1 24 

- 

Spotted Sandpiper 

- 

- 


- 

- 

Sp 2 

- 

S - 

0 5 

Sp 6 

- 

Solitary Sandpiper 

- 

- 

- 

- 

M 

- 

- 

Au 15 
Sp 1 

Sp 6 

- 

Willet 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Au 21 

- 

- 

Greater Yellcwlegs 

" 

Au 16 
0 4 

Au 15 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Au 20 
Sp 25 

- 

- 

Lesser Yellcwlegs 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 2 

Au 30 

J1 24 
0 19 

- 

- 

Pectoral Sandpiper 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

J1 20 
0 19 

- 


Baird's Sandpiper 

- 

- 

- 

Au 30 

- 

- 

- 

Au 10 
N 1 

- 

- 

Least Sandpiper 

- 

- 

- 

J1 23 
J1 28 

- 

Sp 2 

- 

Au 6 
Sp 25 

- 


Dunlin 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 25 

- 

- 

Dcwitcher Sp. 

- 

Au 16 
0 4 

Au 15 

Au 6 

- 

- 

0 19 

Sp 5 

0 19 

- 

- 

Stilt Sandpiper 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 5 
Sp 25 

- 

- 

Semipalmated 

Sandpiper 

- 

- 

- 

J1 23 
J1 28 

M 

- 

- 

J1 8 
Sp 2 

- 

- 

Western Sandpiper 

- 

- 

- 

Au 30 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanderling 

- 

- 

- 

Au 30 

M 

- 

- 

Au 20 

- 

- 


0 19 


Au 15 Au 16 J1 27 Au 30 
Sp 23 


American Avocet 


Sp 2 Au 15 Au 20 
Sp 21 



28 


Nebraska Bird Review 


Scotts Per- McPher- Lin- Brown Cus- Adams Lan- Doug- Ne- 



Bluff kins 

son 

coin 


ter 


caster Sarpy maha 

Wilson’s Phalarope 

Au 15 

- 

S - 
Sp 23 

- 

M 

- 

- 

0 3 

- 

- 

Northern Phalarope 

- 

Au 16 
Au 20 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Au 26 

- 

- 

- 

Glaucous Gull 









D 26 

- 

Herring Gull 

- 

- 

- 

N 11 

M 

0 6 

- 

- 

N 1 

- 

Ring-billed Gull 

Au 2 

N 13 

- 

- 

N 11 

N 20 

- 

- 

J1 30 

J1 20 
N 30 

0 3 

D 13 

- 

Franklin’s Gull 

Au 2 

0 10 

- 

Sp 17 
0 25 

S - 

0 22 

S 

- 

0 12 

0 23 

Au 1 

0 26 

N 1 

- 

Bonaparte's Gull 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 26 

- 

- 

Forster's Tern 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Au 1 
Sp 8 

Sp 13 

- 

Common Tern 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 21 
0 3 

- 

- 

Least Tern 

- 

- 

- 

J1 27 

- 

- 

- 

J1 8 
Au 27 

- 

- 

Caspian Tern 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

J1 20 
Sp 17 

- 

- 

Black Tern 

Au 15 

- 

- 

Au 5 

- 

- 

- 

S - 
0 5 

J1 28 
Au 16 

- 

Rock Dove 

P 

P 

- 

P 

- 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Mourning Dove 

S - 
N 13 

S - S - 

Sp 19 Sp 15 

S - 
0 11 

s 

S - 

0 11 

P 

P 

S - 
- W 

S - 
D 7 

Yellow-billed 

Cuckoo 

- 

J1 9 
J1 15 

- 

S - 

J1 1 

- 

- 

- 

S - 

Sp 9 

S - 

Sp 7 

S - 

Au 9 

Black-billed 

Cuckoo 

- 

S 

- 

S - 
J1 1 

s 

- 

- 

S - 

Au 24 

S - 
Sp 6 

S' - 
0 2 

Bam Owl 

- 

- 

- 

- 

s 

- 

0 18 

- 

- 

- 

Screech Owl 

P 

- 

Au 4 

Sp 22 

p 

- 

- 

P 

Au 19 
N 30 

P 

Great Homed Owl 

P 

P 

P 

P 

p 

p 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Sncwy Owl 









D 18 
- W 

- 

Burrowing Owl 

S - S -, 
Sp 25 Sp 1 

- 

S - 

Au 19 

s 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Barred Owl 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

N 26 

N 27 

P 

P 

Long-eared Owl 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

J1 24 
N 5 

- 

- 





Nebraska Bird Review 


29 



Scotts Per- 

McPher- Lin- 

Brown 

Cus- , 

Adams 

Lan- 

Doug- 

Ne¬ 


Bluff kins 

son 

coin 


ter 

caster Sarpy 

maha 

Short-eared Owl 

D 15 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Jl 2 

D 13 

0 24 

_ 







N 13 

D 27 

D 26 


Whip-poor-wi 11 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

S - 










Jl 16 

Poor-will 

Au 23 - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

N 1 

- 

- 

Coirmon Nighthawk 

S - S - 

S - 

S - 

S 

S - 

S - 

S - 

S - 

S - 


Sp 18 Sp 20 

Au 9 

Au 4 


Au 30 Sp 30 

Sp 25 0 13 

Sp 25 

Chimney Swift 

S - 

_ 

S - 

_ 

S - 

S - 

s - 

S - 

S - 


Sp 9 


Jl 3 


Au 30 

0 12 

0 19 

0 19 

0 1 

White-throated 

S - 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 



Swift 

Sp 17 









Ruby-throated 

_ 

_ 

_ 

S 

_ 

Au 30 

S - 

S - 

S - 

Hummingbird 






0 2 

Sp 17 Sp 20 

Sp 15 

Broad-tailed 

Au 13 - 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Hummingbird 

Au 16 









Belted Kingfisher 

P 

- 

S - 

s 

S - 

P 

P 

s - 

_ 




Au 25 


0 25 



N 18 


Flicker 

.P P 

Au 4 

P 

p 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 



Sp 30 








Red-bellied Woodpecker - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

P 

P 

P 

- 

Red-headed Woodpecker 

S - Au 30 

_ 

S - 

s 

S - 

S - 

S - 

S - 

S - 


0 10 


Sp 10 


Au 30 

Sp 23 

0 3 

- W 

Au 9 

Yellow-bellied 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

0 22 

D 25 

_ 

Sapsucker 







D 27 



Hairy Woodpecker 

P 

- 

P 

p 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Downy Woodpecker 

P 

- 

P 

p 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Eastern Kingbird 

S - s - 

S - 

S - 

s 

S - 

S - 

S - 

S - 

S - 


Au 29 Sp 3 

Sp 18 Sp 10 


Sp 2 

Sp 10 

Sp 21 Sp 13 

Sp 7 

Western Kingbird 

s - S - 

S - 

S - 

s 

S - 

s - 

S - 

S - 

S - 


Sp 19 Sp 4 

Sp 17 Sp 9 


Sp 16 

Sp 10 

Au 26 

Au 9 

Au 11 

Great Crested 

_ 

_ 

S - 

s 

_ 

_ 

S - 

S - 

S - 

Flycatcher 



Au 15 




Sp 9 

Sp 10 

Jl 17 

Eastern Fhoebe 

_ 

_ 

_ 

s 

_ 

_ 

S - 

s - 

S - 








Au 11 

0 25 

Jl 17 

Say's Phoebe 

S - Sp 8 

_ 

_ 

s 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 


Sp 18 









Yellow-bellied 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

Sp 5 

_ 

_ 

Flycatcher 










Acadian Flycatcher 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

S - 

- 


Jl 19 



30 


Nebraska Bird Review 



Scotts Per- 
Bluff kins 

McPher¬ 

son 

- Lin¬ 
coln 

Brown 

Cus- Adams 
ter 

Lan- Doug- Ne- 
caster Sarpy maha 

Traill's Flycatcher 

- 

- 

Au 28 
Sp 2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

S - 
Sp 7 

S - 

J1 14 

" 

Least Flycatcher 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Au 16 
Sp 29 

- 

- 

Empidonax sp. 

- 

Au 5 Au 16 
Sp 20 Sp 11 

- 

- 

J1 15 
Au 30 

■ - 

- 

Au 20 
Sp 13 

- 

Eastern Wood Pewee 

- 

- 

- 

- 

S 

- 

- 

S - 
Sp 14 

S - 

Sp 13 

S - 
J1 17 

Olive-sided 

Flycatcher 

- 

- 


- 

- 

Au 30 

- 

- 

Sp 7 
Sp 20 

- 

Homed Lark 

P 

P 

- 

P 

S 

P 

D 28 

- W 

P 

P 

- 

Tree Swallow 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

S - 
Sp 17 

- 

- 

Bank Swallow 

- 

- 

- 

- 

S 

- 

- 

S - 
Sp 4 

Au 7 
Sp 11 

- 

Rough-winged 

Swallow 

- 

- 

- 

S - 
Au 30 

S 

S - 

Au 25 

- 

S - Au 29 
Sp 19 Sp 13 

- 

Bam Swallow 

S - 

Sp 19 

S - 
0 6 

S - S - 
Sp 10 Sp 19 

S 

S - S - 
Sp 20 0 11 

S - 

0 12 

S - 
0 11 

S - 
Au 20 

Cliff Swallow 

S - 

Au 10 

- 

- 

S - 
Sp 19 

s 

- 

- 

Sp 3 J1 28 
Sp 21 Sp 27 

- 

Purple Martin 

- 

S - 
Au 5 

- 

S - 
J1 24 

s 

S - 
Au 25 

S - 
Au 25 

S - 
Au 31 

S - 

Sp 5 

S -- 
Sp 2 

Blue Jay 

P 

P 

- 

S - 
N 15 

p 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Black-billed Magpie 

P 

P 

- 

P 

p 

P 

P 

- 

- 

- 

Common Crow 

P 

P 

Sp 8 

P 

p 

P 

P 

P- 

P 

P 

Pinon Jay 

P 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Black-capped 
Chickadee 

P 

- 

- 

P 

p 

■ P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Tufted Titmouse 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

P 

P 

- 

White-breasted 

Nuthatch 

" 

- 

- 

- 

w 

P 

Au 29 

- W 

P 

P 

P 

Red-breasted 

Nuthatch 

Sp 27 

- W 

- 

- 

- 

w 

0 11 

Sp 21 
- W 

0 15 

D 2 

- 

- 

Brown Creeper 

- 

- 

- 

- 

W- 

- 

- 

0 19 

D 27 

0 .16 

D 27 

- 

House Wren 

S - 
Sp 23 

S - 

0 10 

- 

S - 
Sp 21 

s 

s - 

Au 30 

S - 
0 12 

S - 
0 11 . 

S - 

0 16 

S - 

Sp 2U 



Nebraska Bird Review 


31 



Scotts Per- 
Bluff kins 

McPher- Lin- 
son coin 

Brown 

Cus¬ 

ter 

Adams 

Lan- Doug- 
caster Sarpy 

Ne¬ 

maha 

Winter Wren 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 16 

- W 

- 

0 3 
- W 

- 

Carolina Wren 

- 0 9 

0 10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

P 

P 

Long-billed Marsh 
Wren 

- 

- 

- 

M 

- 

- 

S - 

0 3 

- 

- 

Rock Wren 

s - 

Sp 17 









Mockingbird 

S - S - 

J1 9 N 25 

0 28 

N 1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

S - 

Au 20 

- 

S - 

Au 9 

Catbird 

Au 28 S - Sp 10 
Au 29 Sp 27 Sp 23 

- 

S 

s - 

Au 30 

S - S - 

Sp 24 0 3 

S - 

0 13 

S - 

Au 9 

Brown Thrasher 

S - S - S - 

0 10 Sp 20 0 23 

S - 
Sp 21 

S 

s - 
0 11 

S - 

0 1 

S - 
D 6 

S - 
0 3 

S - 
Au 9 

Sage Thrasher 

0 9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Robin 

P P 

S - 

N 3 

S - 
Sp 21 

P 

S - 

0 25 

P 

P 

S - 

N 30 

S - 

N 22 

Wood Thrush 

- 

- 

- 

S 

- 

- 

Sp 4 

S - S - 
Sp 10 J1 16 

Swainson's Thrush 

Sp 15 Au 30 
Sp 27 0 3 

- 

- 

0 6 

Sp 23 

Sp 6 

0 7 

- 

- 

Eastern Bluebird 

- 

- 

Sp 25 
N 8 

s 

- 

S - 
0 28 

P 

s - 

D 8 

P 

Mountain Bluebird 

Sp 18 0 6 

0 27 0 22 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Townsend ' s 

Solitaire 

Sp 19 0 2 

-won 

0 4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Golden-crowned 

Kinglet 

- 

0 24 

0 31 

- 

M 

0 25 

D 27 

0 15 

D 28 

0 17 

D 2 

0 16 

D 26 

- 

Ruby-crowned 

Kinglet 

- 

Sp 11 
0 6 

- 

■M 


0 12 

N 6 

Sp 15 Sp 30 
N 16 0 25 

- 

Water Pipit 

0 7 

N 1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 3 

- 

- 

Sprague’s Pipit 

0 7 

0 12 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Cedar Waxwing 

Au 5 

- W 

0 20 

- 

W 

- 

D 28 
- W 

N 2 

D 27 

S - 

Sp 24 


Northern Shrike 

0 30 
- W 

- 

- 

w 

- 

0 25 

D 28 

- 

- 

- 

Loggerhead Shrike 

S - P 

0 10 

- 

P 

- 

P 

- 

S - 
D 27 

S - s - 

Sp 11 Au 9 




32 


Nebraska Bird Review 



Scotts Per- McPher- 
Bluff kins son 

- Lin¬ 
coln 

Brown 

Cus- Adams 
ter 

Lan¬ 

caster 

Doug- Ne- 
Sarpy maha 

Starling 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Bell’s Vireo 

- 

- 

- 

S - 
Au 28 

S 

S - 

Au 25 

- 

S - 
Au 27 

S - S - 

Sp 27 J1 18 

Yellcw-throated 

Vireo 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 10 

S - 

Sp 30 

- 

Solitary Vireo 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 16 

Sp 26 
0 11 

- 

Red-eyed Vireo 

S - 

Au 5 

- 

Sp 19 
0 6 

S - 
Au 21 

S 

S - 
Au 30 

- 

S - 
Sp 14 

S - 
Sp 27 

- 

Philadelphia Vireo 

- 

- 

Sp 20 
0 1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Warbling Vireo 


- 

- 

S - 
Sp 5 

s 

S - 
Sp 2 

s - s - 

Au 31 Sp 19 

S - 
Sp 7 

- 

Black-and-white 

Warbler 

- 

- 

- 

- 

M 

Au 30 

- 

- 

Sp 18 

- 

Blue-winged Warbler 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Au 30 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Tennessee Warbler 

- 

Sp 2 
Sp 29 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Au 28 
Sp 21 

Sp 13 

- 

Orange-crcwned 

Warbler 

Sp 18 Sp 19 Sp 20 
Sp 28 

- 

- 

- 

0 6 

0 15 

Sp 22 
0 20 

Sp 20 
0 25 

- 

Nashville Warbler 

- 

- 

Sp 26 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 5 

0 13 

Sp 10 
0 23 


Yellcw Warbler 

S - 

Au 9 

Au 5 
Sp 2 

- 

S - 

Sp 25 

S 

S - Au 28 
Au 30 Sp 5 

S - 
Sp 29 

S - 

Au 30 

J1 17 

Black-throated 

Blue Warbler 

- 

Sp 25 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Myrtle Warbler 

Sp 28 Sp 23 Au 28 Sp 25 
0 10 Sp 24 0 1 

M 

- 

0 2 

0 28 

Sp 21 
0 23 

Sp 26 
N 10 

- 

Audubon's Warbler 

Sp 27 Sp 20 
0 10 Sp 24 

- 

Sp 25 

- 

0 25 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Black-throated 

Green Warbler 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 18 

Sp 22 

- 

- 

Cerulean Warbler 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- . 

S - 

J1 5 

- 

Blackburnian 

Warbler 

0 4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Au 23 
Sp 17 

- 

- 

Chestnut-sided 

Warbler 

" 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 6 

- 

- 

Blackpoll Warbler 

- 

- 

- 

- 

M 

- 

- 

0 7 

- 

- 

Ovenbird 

- 

- 

Au 22 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 4 

S - 

- 


Sp 24 Sp 13 



Nebraska Bird Review 


33 



Scotts 

Per- McPher- 

- Lin- 

Brown 

Cus- Adams 

Lan- 

Doug- 

Ne- 


Bluff kins 

son 

coin 


ter 

caster 

Sarpy maha 

Kentucky Warbler 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

S - 

_ 










J1 14 


Connecticut Warbler 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Sp 6 

_ 

_ 









Sp 30 



Mourning Warbler 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 11 

- 

MacGillivray's 

_ 

- 

Au 29 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Warbler 











Yellowthroat 

S - 

_ 

Sp 22 

S - 

s 

s - 

_ 

S - 

S - 

S - 


J1 27 



Sp 5 


Au 3 


Sp 7 

Sp 20 

Au 15 

Yellow-breasted 

_ 

Sp 21 

S - 

_ 

s 

_ 

_ 

_ 

s - 

_ 

Chat 



Sp 1 






Au 4 


Wilson's Warbler 

Au 26 

Au 23 Au 15 

_ 

_ 

Au 30 

_ 

Sp 1 

Au 30 

_ 


Sp 23 Sp 25 

0 20 





Sp 17 

Sp 13 


Canada Warbler 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 5 

- 

- 

American Redstart 

Au 25 

Au 20 

Au 22 

_ 

s 

_ 

_ 

Sp 5 

S - 

_ 



Sp 11 

Sp 17 





Sp 17 

Sp 6 


House Sparrcw 

P 

P 

P 

P 

p 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Bobolink 

_ 

_ 

_ 

S - 

s 

_ 

_ 

_ 

S - 

_ 





Au 1 





J1 11 


Eastern Meadowlark 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

s 

_ 

_ 

P 

S - 

P 










J1 17 


Meadowlark sp. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

P 

- 

Western Meadowlark 

P 

P 

S - 

P 

s 

P 

P 

P 

S - 

P 




0 28 






D 13 


Yellow-headed 

S - 

Au 3 

P 

S - 

s 

_ 

Sp 21 

S - 

S - 

_ 

Blackbird 

0 15 



J1 23 




Sp 15 

J1 17 


Red-winged 

P 

P 

P 

P 

s 

S - 

P 

S - 

S - 

S - 

Blackbird 






0 25 


D 27 

D 26 

N 7 

Orchard Oriole 

_ 

S - 

S - 

S - 

s 

S - 

S 

S - 

S - 

S - 



Sp 7 

Au 28 Sp 6 


J1 13 


Au 25 

Au 20 

Au 11 

Baltimore Oriole 

_ 

S 18 

J1 11 

s - 

s 

S - 

S - 

S - 

S - 

S - 



S 20 

Sp 26 

Sp 10 


Au 30 

Sp 6 

Sp 3 

Au 29 

Au 11^ 

Bullock's Oriole 

S - 











Au 8 










Rusty Blackbird 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Au 23 

0 13 

_ 









D 27 

- W 


Brewer's Blackbird 

Sp 27 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

0 25 

_ 

N 5 

_ 

_ 


0 10 










Common Grackle 

S - 

S 

S - 

s - 

s 

S - 

P 

S - 

S - 

S - 


N 6 


Au 31 

0 1 


0 25 


- W 

- w 

0 18 




34 


Nebraska Bird Review 



Scotts 

Per- ] 

McPher¬ 

- Lin¬ 

Brown 

Cus- Adams 

Lan¬ 

Doug- 

Ne- 


Bluff kins 

son 

coln 


ter 


caster 

Sarpy maha 

Brown-heade d 

S - 

S 

_ 

S - 

S 

S - 

S - 

S - 

S - 

S - 

Cowbird 

Sp 19 



0 1 


Au 30 

0 2 

D 27 

N 26 

Sp 15 

Western Tanager 

Au 18 

Sp 11 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

. 

_ 

_ 


Sp 23 Sp 15 









Scarlet Tanager 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

S - 
Sp 10 

- 

Cardinal 

- 

- 

- 

J1 3 

P 

P 

P 

P 

p 

P 

Rose-breasted: 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

S - 

s - 

S - 

Grosbeak 








Sp 17 

Sp 30 

Au 11 

Black-headed 

_ 

S - 

_ 

S - 

_ 

S - 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Grosbeak 


Sp 2 


J1 23 


J1 15 





Blue Grosbeak 

S - 

S - 

S - 

Au 16 

_ 

_ 

_ 

S - 

s - 

_ 


0 10 

Au 19 

Sp 12 





Sp 1 

Au 29 


Indigo Bunting 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

S 

S - 

_ 

s - 

S - 

S - 







Au 30 


Sp 10 

Sp 30 

J1 17 

Lazuli Bunting 

S - 

Au 26 

Au 29 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Dickcissel 

_ 

_ 

S 

S - 

s 

S - 

S - 

S - 

S - 

S - 





J1 8 


J1 15 

Au 6 

Au 21 

Au 29 

Au 11 

Evening Grosbeak 

0 31 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Purple Finch 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

D 26 

0 20 

0 3 

_ 








D 27 

- W 

D 18 


House Finch 

P 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Pine Grosbeak 

D 26 

_ 

_ 

_ 

w 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 


- W 










Common Redpoll 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Au 8 

D 27 

_ 

_ 








- W 




Pine Siskin 

P 

N 26 

_ 

0 17 

w 

0 11 

J1 8 

D 20 

N 10 




N 28 




- w 

- W 

D 27 



American Goldfinch 

P 

Sp 2 

P 

P 

p 

p 

P 

P 

P 

S - 



- W 








0 17 

White-winged Crossbill - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 16 

- 

Rufous-sided Towhee 

S - 

Sp.22 Sp 22 

S - 

_ 

0 6 

Sp 9 

S - 

S - 

S - 


0 10 

0 15 

0 21 

Sp 23 


0 11 

0 18 

D 6 

- w 

J1 16 

Lark Bunting 

S - 

S - 

S - 

S - 

s 

S - 

- 

S - 

- 

- 


Au 26 

Sp 2 

Au 12 

J1 19 


Sp 20 


J1 15 



Savannah Sparrow 

- 

- 

Au 31 

- 

- 

Au 30 

- 

0 3 

Sp 27 
0 18 

- 

Grasshopper 

- 

- 

S - 

- 

s 

Sp 20 

- 

S - 

S - 

S - 

Sparrow 



Sp 25 





Au 29 

Au 7 

J1 1 



Nebraska Bird Review 


35 



Scotts 

Per- McPher- 

■ Lin¬ 

Brown 

Cus- , 

Adams 

Lan- 

Doug- 

Ne- 


Bluff 

kins 

son 

coln 


ter 

caster 

Sarpy maha 

Baird's Sparrow 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 12 

- 

- 

Le Conte's Sparrow 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 3 

- 

- 

Vesper Sparrow 

S - 

Sp 27 

Sp 18 0 4 

- 

- 

0 15 

s - 

- 

- 


Sp 19 

0 11 

Sp 28 




0 18 

0 15 



Lark Sparrow 

S - 

S 

S - 

_ 

S 

_ 

_ 

Au 27 

_ 

_ 


Au 15 


Sp 12 








Slate-colored Junco 

Sp 4 

Sp 22 

0 4 

D 27 

W 

0 11 

0 16 

Sp 17 

0 11 

_ 


- W 

- W 

- W 



- w 

- W 

- W 

- w 


Oregon Junco 

Sp 4 

Sp 22 

0 20 

D 27 

w 

- 

0 9 

0 18 

N 8 

- 


- W 

- W 

- W 




- W 

- W 

- W 


Tree Sparrow 

0 10 

0 26 

0 10 

0 5 

w 

0 11 

0 12 

0 3 

0 26 

_ 


- w 

- W 

- w 

- W 


- w 

- W 

- W 

- W 


Chipping Sparrow 

S - 

s - 

- 

_ 

- 

Au 30 

Sp 15 

S - 

s - 

s - 


Sp 23 

Au 22 




0 11 

0 15 

0 2 

0 27 

Au 3 

Clay-colored 

Sp 19 

_ 

Au 31 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

0 5 

_ 

- 

Sparrow 

0 10 


Sp 3 








Brewer's Sparrow 

Sp 19 

- 

Au 31 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Field Sparrow 

_ 

_ 

S - 

S - 

s 

- 

- 

S - 

S - 

s - 




0 5 

J1 9 




0 14 

0 31 

Au 3 

Harris' Sparrow 

0 3 

0 3 

0 3 

_ 

M 

0 6 

0 16 

0 3 

0 4 

D 7 


- w 

- W 

- W 



- W 

- W 

- W 

- W 

- W 

White-crowned 

0 1 

So 22 

Sp 18 

Sp 25 

_ 

0 6 

0 6 

0 4 

0 25 

- 

Sparrow 

- w 

- W 

N 3 



0 11 

0 15 




White-throated 

_ 

0 15 

0 4 

_ 

M 

0 11 

- 

Sp 28 

0 3 

- 

Sparrow 


0 21 

0 24 





0 19 

- W 


Fox Sparrow 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

N 5 

- 










N 21 


Lincoln's Sparrow 

0 8 

_ 

Sp 11 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

0 3 

Sp 24 

- 




0 4 






N 10 


Swamp Sparrow 

- 

- 

- 

- 

M 

- 

0 12 

0 3 

- 

- 

Song Sparrow 

0 9 

0 19 

0 20 

- 

M 

0 6 

D 28 

S - 

Sp 26 

- 


N 6 

0 21 

0 21 





- W 

- W 


Lapland Longspur 

_ 

0 30 

- 

D 27 

W 

- 

D 28 

D 27 

- 

- 



- W 


- W 



- W 




Snow Bunting 

- 

- 

- 

- 

W 

- 

- 

N 30 

- 

- 


D 13 



36 


Nebraska Bird Review 


THE SEVENTIETH ANNUAL MEETING 

About seventy people attended the various activities of the Seventieth 
Annual Meeting, May 8 and 9, 1971. The paper session and business meeting 
were held in Allwine Hall of the University of Nebraska at Omaha. The 
program consisted of: 

Welcome, Dr. Paul V. Prior, Chairman, Biology Department, University 
of Nebraska at Omaha. 

Birds of Fontenelle Forest, Dr. R. G. Cortelyou, Bellevue College. 

The N. O. U. Slide Collection, Kent Fiala, University of Nebraska at 
Lincoln. 

A Naturalist in the National Parks, Dr. Paul V. Prior, University of 
Nebraska at Omaha. 

Reasons for Opposition to Mourning Dove Hunting in Nebraska - A 
Non-emotional Approach, Dr. Larry C. Holcomb, Creighton University. 

Prairie Chickeu - Is the Prairie in the Name, or the Chicken in the 
Prairie? Dr. Roger S. Sharpe, University of Nebraska at Omaha. 

At the business meeting it was voted to take an organizational member¬ 
ship in the Quality Environment Council, and to change the title of Custo¬ 
dian to Librarian. The following officers were elected: Dr. Roger S. Sharpe, 
Omaha, President; Kent Fiala, Beatrice, Vice President; Mrs. Clyde John¬ 
son, Omaha, Secretary; Mrs. Sigvald Jensen, Weeping Water, Treasurer; 
Dr. Neva Pruess, Lincoln, Librarian; Dr. R. G. Cortelyou, Omaha, Editor. 

The banquet was held at the Lakeshore Club, Lake Manawa, Iowa. The 
speaker was Dr. Lester Short, American Museum of Natural History, New 
York, who spoke on the importance of preserving the Niobrara River Valley 
because of its unique features in flora and fauna, and also talked of some 
of his foreign trips. 

Several different areas were covered by different parties on the Field 
Day—Fontenelle Forest, Gretna Fish Hatchery, northern Douglas County, 
and areas between them and the meeting place at the home of Dr. and Mrs. 
Richard Smith, in Cass County a little west of South Bend. One hundred 
and twelve species were recorded: White Pelican, Green Heron, Mallard, 
Gadwall, Blue-winged Teal, American Widgeon, Shoveler, Wood Duck, 
Turkey Vulture; Sharp-shinned, Red-tailed, Red-shouldered, Broad-winged, 
Marsh, and Sparrow Hawks; Bobwhite, Ring-necked Pheasant, American 
Coot, Semipalmated Plover, Killdeer, American Golden Plover, Spotted and 
Solitary Sandpipers, Lesser Yellowlegs, Pectoral Sandpiper, Dowitcher sp., 
Stilt and Semipalmated Sandpipers, Marbled and Hudsonian Godwits, Wil¬ 
son’s Phalarope. 

Franklin’s Gull, Rock and Mourning Doves, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Great 
Horned and Barred Owls, Chimney Swift, Ruby-throated Hummingbird, 
Belted Kingfisher, Flicker; Red-bellied, Red-headedi, Hairy, and Downy 
Woodpeckers; Eastern and Western Kingbirds, Great Crested Flycatcher, 
Eastern Phoebe, Least Flycatcher, Rough-winged and Barn Swallows, Blue 
Jay, Common Crow, Black-capped Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse, White¬ 
breasted Nuthatch, House and Carolina Wrens, Catbird, Brown Thrasher, 
Robin; Wood, Swainson’s, and Gray-checked Thrushes; Eastern Bluebird, 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Loggerhead Shrike, Starling; Yellow-throated, Soli¬ 
tary, Red-eyed, and Warbling Vireos; Tennessee, Orange-crowned, Nash¬ 
ville, Yellow, Magnolia, Myrtle, Black-throated Green, and Blackpoll Warb¬ 
lers; Ovenbird, Kentucky and Mourning Warblers, Yellowthroat, Yellow- 
breasted Chat, American Redstart. 
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House Sparrow, Eastern and Western Meadowlarks, Yellow-headed and 
Red-winged Blackbirds, Orchard and Baltimore Orioles, Common Grackle, 
Brown-headed Cowbird, Scarlet Tanager, Cardinal, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, 
Indigo Bunting, Dickcissel, American Goldfinch, Rufous-sided Towhee 
Lark, Chipping, Clay-colored, Field, Harris’, White-crowned, White-throated, 
and Song Sparrows. 

NOTES 

ROSS’ GEESE. A decided increase in the number of Ross’ Geese (Chen 
rossii ) reported in Nebraska suggests the need for birders to study the 
white geese more carefully in an attempt to distinguish this species from the 
Snow Geese. A total of seventy nine birds were banded by the Nebraska 
Game and Parks Commission near Alliance during operatings from 1963 
through 1968. Three birds were shot and positively identified by biologists 
at or near the Plattsmouth Refuge in the fall of 1969. Spring migrants were 
observed among Snow Geese in 1970. 

Gary Drown, Manager of the Plattsmouth Refuge, speculates that four 
possible reasons account for the recent increase in Riss’ Geese reports: 

1. Better equipment and more knowledgment personnel. 

2. A new migration pattern by a few birds, possible a sub-population 
breeding farther east in Canada and the North-west Territory than 
most of the individuals of this species. 

3. Some inter-breeding of the two species is occurring and some, though 
not all, individuals in Nebraska are crosses. Being with the Snow Geese 
the Ross’ Geese apparently follow them south. 

4. Production of Ross’ Geese is excellent with a decided increase in 
numbers in recent years. 

Mr. Drown suggests that birders watch for white geese that show more 
maneuverability and faster wing beat than others in the wedge. The Ross’ 
Geese may leave the others, dive, “roll over”, and return to the flock. Size, 
even in the presence of other geese, is not a good identifying characteristic 
because geese vary in size and because of hybridization. Virgil Larson, Area 
Superintendent, suggests that the birds are pintail-like in their flight. (Writ¬ 
ten in March, 1970). 

— C. W. Huntley, Crete 

On March 28, 1971 I saw numerous V’s of geese going north over the 
Carter Lake area. It was dull and overcast, and the geese were to the east of 
me, so that I could not get much color, but I could see white geese in most 
of the V’s, so they probably were Blues and Snows, which they would be 
expected to be* Twice I saw V’s with two much smaller birds in them - in 
one case flying positions 3 and 5 in one leg of the V, in the other flying 1 
and 2 - and for one bird I could see that it was mainly white. The birds 
seemed less than two-thirds the size of the others, so that I took them for 
Ross’. (In view of the comment in the note above this identification may 
not follow.) During the time I saw them the birds didn’t indulge in any 
fancy flying; I didn’t notice the wing-beat. 

— R. G. Cortelyou. Omaha 

SANDHILL CRANE. I had a lone Sandhill Crane staying just south 
of my house in a reed canary grass pasture for about a week. It was unusual 
as I am east of the normal route of the Cranes and also as it was alone, 
and it was very late (May 5) for Cranes to be here, but it didn’t seem to be 
hurt. There is a lot of water in this pasture this year. 

— L,ee Morris, Benedict 
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AMERICAN WOODCOCK. About 2:30 PM on April 30, 1971 I had 
entered the brushy and weedy area of Lake Manawa (Iowa) State Park 
immediately south of the stone marker at Kaplan’s Point. The day was 
partly cloudy, about 60°, and the wind from 10 to 15 mph. I approached 
the narrow channel or slough that separates the brushy area from the area 
around the monument at a point near the cattail marsh. I flushed a long- 
billed shorebird that could only have been a snipe or woodcock; the stripes 
on the back, rather than a white rump, as well as the habitat, eliminated a 
diowitcher; and the location favored a woodcock. I followed the bird through 
a thicket of box elder toward the slough and found the bird about twenty 
five to thirty feet ahead of me in the leaves and grass across the water. For 
several minutes, as I watched, it acted remarkably like a killdeer giving its 
broken-wing act. I got a fine view (through 7x35 glasses) in rather good 
light of its chunky shape, the eye high in the head, the unique black and 
buffy pattern across the top of its head, and the pale rusty breast. When I 
flushed it, it simply moved ahead of me down the slough toward the road. I 
must have flushed it at least four more times. Each time its characteristic 
upright flight position with tail pulled back was evident. Once I got another 
two or three minute look at the broken-wing act. For some reason I never 
noted the rounded ends of the wings, but the field characteristics noted are 
almost all diagnostic. I had had my first really satisfying look at this very 
unobtrusive and, for Omaha-Council Bluffs, rather rare shorebird. 

— Rev. Thomas A. Hoffman, S. J., Omaha 

CRESTED TINAMOU. On September 11. 1970 the Game Commission 
released eighty-nine Crested Tinamous ( Eudromia elegans patagonica ) 
forty-one adults and forty-eight juveniles (12 to 16 weeks) - on the True 
Howard ranch, 3.5 miles east and 2 miles north of Benkelman in Dundy 
County. A New Dictionary of Birds (NBR 33:27) gives the following infor¬ 
mation: “The Martineta Tinamou Eudromia elegans is earth-colored and 
adorned with a long slender crest which the bird when excited carries directed 
forwards. The bird is about 14 V 2 inches long. It lives on open tablelands in 
coveys of from half a dozen to 20 or 30 birds, or even 100 adults. During 
the breeding period, the coveys disperse and the calls of the birds can be 
heard all around. A clutch, probably produced by more than one female, 
consists of 12-16 deep green eggs. The species is found in southern Argen¬ 
tina.” 


BLACK-BACKED THREE-TOED WOODPECKER. I saw a Black- 
backed Three-toed on August 30, 1970 at New Helena or Victoria Springs 
Stai« Park north of Merna. I was casually looking at birds when this one 
was crawling up the light pole. It acted like a Downy or Hairy so I looked 
through the binoculars at it. I was surprised to see it had no white on its 
back, and even its head had little white. I looked and looked. I went to the 
car and started trying to identify it. It had no yellow on its head and all that 
dark back. Otherwise it was like a Downy in shape, creeping habit and the 
like, so I came to the conclusion that it was a female Black-backed Three¬ 
toed Woodpecker. 

— Eva Mae Kiehorz, Merna 

WARBLERS. Yesterday, May 10, I went to the North Blue River 
where I usually bird. I saw several of the common warblers and then I saw 
one that I hadn’t seen before. It was a Golden-winged Warbler male. It had 
wide yellow wing-bars and yellow on its forehead, and the black eye and 
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throat patches, very distinctive. I thought this was a very good find and 
then I found two more. All were males and I saw all of them perfectly and 
from close range. There was no chance for misidentifying them as nothing 
else resembles them at all. All were vary tame. I went back to the same 
place today to see if they were still there and didn’t find any of them but 
did find a Hooded Warbler. It stayed just ahead of me and very close until 
I left. It also was a male in full color and I saw it in perfect light It 
also is completely different from anything else so there was no chance at 
all of making a mistake about its identity. 

— Lee Morris , Benedict 

BOBCAT. Mr. Velich asks that the identification of the Bobcat he 
reported (NBR 38:93) be shown as Lynx rufus rufus. 

BOOK REVIEW 

Birds of Rocky Mountain National Park. Allegra Collister. Museum 
Pictorial No. 18, Denver Museum of Natural History. 64 pp. 34 black-andi- 
white illustrations. 6x9 inches. Paper. This handsome booklet would be use¬ 
ful to anyone birding in the area of Rocky Mountain National Park, or in¬ 
terested in the birds of that area. The illustrations are good and well 
reproduced. The text gives the status of the two hundred and fifty-six species 
recorded in the area and a short note on the life zones and habitats. It will 
be of added interest to NOU members to know that Mrs. Collister is the 
sister of Ellen (Mrs. 0. W.) Ritchey and Vera Maunder, both long-time 
members of NOU who have been very active birders in the Hastings area. 
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STATUS OF THE COMMON LOON IN NEBRASKA: 

A SUMMER OCCURRENCE IN LANCASTER COUNTY 

The presence of non-breeding: immature birds in avian populations 
provides some unusual distribution records for the species involved. One of 
these species is the Common Loon ( Gavia immer) , which is regarded by 
Rapp et al (Revised Check-list of Nebraska Birds, 1958) as “a rare migrant 
throughout Nebraska” and “more common along the Missouri River”. 

On 20 July 1970 the senior author observed two. Common Loons on 
Branched Oak Lake (Section 32, T-12N, R-5E, Lancaster County). Both 
Loons had the dark gray crown, nape and back, and the white underparts, 
throat and foreneck characteristic of winter adults and non-breeding im¬ 
mature birds of this species. When the three of us returned to the lake on 30 
July 1970, we discovered that three loons were present. It seems likely that 
two of the three birds were the same individuals observed earlier in the 
month, but whether the third loon was simply overlooked during the first 
visit or came to the lake soon thereafter is not certain. In order to determine 
the age of these loons and to secure a specimen record we pursued one of 
them and finally collected it. The specimen ( ZM # 12420 ) appears to be 
in a Prealternate I molt, which is a replacement of the Basic I plumage. 
This is a variable and mixed plumage with parts of the Basic I plumage 
and some juvenal feathers present (Palmer, Handbook of North American 
Birds, Vol. 1., 1962). The mantle feather tips are brownish gray, with the 
dark hindneck sharply defined against the sides of the neck; throat and 
foreneck are white with no brown speckles; retrices have white tips. The 
overall effect is a gray plumage with no white spotting. The reason these 
immature loons are found in Nebraska during the summer months is pos¬ 
sibly best explained by Palmer (op cit ) who notes that “immatures do not 
ordinarly accompany those of breeding age to the fresh-water breeding 
grounds but remain mostly on coastal salt water, less often on fresh water 
lakes”. 

A literature review reveals that our record is only the second mid-sum¬ 
mer occurrence ever reported for the state of Nebraska. The first record 
was in central Adams County on 14 July 1965 ( NBR 34:51, 1966). Inter¬ 
estingly enough two of the three records for Adams County are in the 
summer. The other summer record was 26 June 1957 ( NBR 25:52, 1967). The 
literature also reveals a large accumulation of records since Swenk (NBR 
1:87-90, 1933) published his synopsis on the looms in 1933. This has prompted 
us to re-examine the status of the Common Loon in Nebraska. 

The distribution of records for the Common Loon appears to be state 
wide (Fig. 1). It has been recorded in 29 Nebraska counties, with a ma¬ 
jority of the published records since 1933 coming from Douglas (17), Lin¬ 
coln (9), and Lancaster (8) Counties. It is interesting to note that 11 coun¬ 
ties cited by Swenk (op cit ) have not had records of loons since 1933. How¬ 
ever, this apparently stems from the variable distribution of competent ob¬ 
servers over the course of time. A majority of the 18 counties reporting loons 
since 1933 have at least two records, and three counties (Adams, Dawes, and 
Keith) have three records. 

The Common Loon has been found during most months of the year in 
Nebraska, including the period between 28 December and the end of Febru¬ 
ary. Swenk (op cit) used the absence of records between these dates for 




Figure 1. State widte distribution of records for the Common Loon. The 
black circles indicate localities where there are eight or more 
records since 1933. 
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Figure 2. Monthly distribution of records for the Common Loon in Ne¬ 
braska. There are no published records for the month 
of February. 

concluding that the species did not winter in the state. The distribution of 
records over the calendar year (Fig. 2) indicates that the Common Loon is 
most frequently observed in the state during April and May in the spring 
and during October and November in the fall. 

The number of Common Loons observed each year in Nebraska suggests 
that a change of status for this species may be in order. The average number 
of loons observed per year during the past 20 years is three. Although there 
have been as few as one observed per year, some years have produced as 
many as seven (1957) loon observations. Based on the terms of number as set 
forth in the Revised Check-list of Nebraska Birds the status of the Common 
Loon might be more correctly cited as an '‘uncommon migrant” than as a 
“rare migrant” throughout Nebraska. 


Calvin L. Cink, Daniel E. Hatch, 
and Douglas Liesveldt 
Department of Zoology 
University of Nebraska, Lincoln 
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1971 (FORTY-SIXTH) SPRING MIGRATION 
AND OCCURRENCE REPORT 

Two hundred and seventy three species were reported from eleven lo¬ 
calities in the 1971 spring reports, and this happens to be the same num¬ 
ber of species and the same number of localities covered by the 1970 report. 
The total for both years might have been one greater had the unidentified 
Empidonax sp, been identified as one not reported. Flickers were not split; 
Scotts Bluff, Lincoln, and Lancaster reported both Red-shafted and 
Yellow-shafted; Brown Red-shafted only; Dawes, Custer, Douglas 
Sarpy, and Nemaha only “Flickers”; and Greeley and Adams only Yellow- 
shafted. The 1969 report covered 268 species from sixteen localities, but 
three of the localities reprsented one-or two-day observations. In 1968 
274 species were reported from sixteen localities. 

The symbols used in the tabulation are: 

Ja, Fe, Mr, Ap, My, and Je for the months. 

w - to indicate a species which was present before January 1. 

- S to indicate a species which remained after June 30. 

P to indicate a species which is present all year, although the same 

individual birds may not be present during the whole year, and the number 
of birds present may vary greatly during the year. (W - S indicates much 
the same thing, but is used in cases which are considered special circum¬ 
stances rather than the normal pattern.) 

Spr. in the McPherson column to indicate birds which presumably 
passed through before observations began. 

Two dates indicate the first and last record for the area. The informa¬ 
tion is presented in a rough west (left column) to east (right column) order, 
with areas of about the same longitudte presented in a north to south order, 
The names of the reporters (and of the observers where known) and any 
special comments are given below in alphabetical order by counties. The 
number of species for each report is shown in parenthesis. In making this 
count “Empidonax sp.” is not counted if a specific species is also listed. 

Adams (122), Hastings: Mrs. 0. W. Ritchey (reporter), Harold 
Turner of Kenesaw, and others not specifically named. The Townsend’s 
and Black-throated Gray Warblers were reported by Mrs. Clifford Ken¬ 
nedy. One Brown Thrasher was seen all winter. 

Brown (127), Ainsworth; Mrs. Edith Hurlburt. The Bald Eagles were 
seen along the Niobrara River. Bobolinks were seen in Keya Paha County 
from June 20 on. 

Custer (100), Merna; Mrs. Ray Kieborz. 

Dawes (112), Chadron; Doris Gates. Most of the dates apparently 
are first dates, but the one for Broad-winged Hawk was marked as the 
last date. A Myrtle Warbler was at a feeder near Chadron State Park 
January 2, and Mrs. Jerome Uridil had had one earlier at her suet feeder. 
Robins were common all winter, probably because of the available fruit - 
choke cherries, plums, juniper, and hackberry. Evening Grosbeaks were 
scarce, and seen only once - a flock of twelve. 


Text continued on page 57 
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Mr 27 

Fe 9 

- 

Ja 26 

- 

- 

- 

- 


Peregrine Falcon 

- 








- 

Sparrow Hawk 

P 

P 

S 

P 

Je 19 

- S 

P 

P P 

P P 

P 

Greater Prairie 
Chicken 

- 

- 

My 26 
- S 

- 

P 

P 

W - 
Mr 

- 

- 

Sharp-tailed Grouse 

- 

P 

My 26 

- S 

- 

P 

P 

W - 
Mr 

- 

- 

Bobwhite 

P 

- 

- 

P 

P 

P 

P P 

P P 

P 

Ring-necked Pheasant 

P 

P 

S 

P 

P 

P 

P P 

P P 

P 

Chukar 

W - 
Mr 

- 

- 

- 

- 


- 

_ 

- 

Turkey 

P 

P 

- 

- 

P 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sandhill Crane 

- 

- 

- 

Fe 17 
M/ 4 

Mr 20 

Ap 

Ap Fe 13 
Ap 28 

- 


King Rail 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

My 20 - 

- 

Virginia Rail 








My 27 

" 

Sora 








My 1 Ap 29 
My 20 My IS 

- 

Yellow Rail 









- 

American Coot 

Mr 30 Ap 17 My 26 Ap 13 Ap 20 
Ap 24 - S - S - S 

Mr 

Ap 

- Mr 20 
Je 27 

Mr 17 Mr 16 
Je 23 Je 2 

- 

Semipalmated Plover 

- 

-- 

My 26 

- S 


- 


- 

Ap 26 Ap 29 
My 3 My 13 

- 

Piping Plover 








Jfy 1 Ap 24 
Ap 25 

- 

Killdeer 

Mr 20 
- S 

Mr 27 My 26 Mr 13 

- S - s 

Mr 20 
- S 

Mr 
- S 

Mr P 

- S 

Mr 10 Mr 12 
_ S - S 

Mr 15 
- S 

American Golden 
Plover 
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- 

- 

- 

- 

" 

- 

Ap 13 Ap 29 
Ap 16 My 10 

- 

American Woodcock 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Mr 14 
Ap 30 


Common Snipe 

Ap 27 
My 15 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ap 13 Ap 23 
Ap 30 My 1 

- 

Long-billed Curlew 

Ap 18 Ap 18 
My 15 

My 26 

- S 


Mr 20 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Upland Plover 

My 9 
- S 

- 

My 26 Ap 28 Ap 20 
- S - S - S 

- 

Ap My 8 
- S 

Ap 28 Ap 24 
My 18 Je 19 

- 
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Scotts 

Bluff 

Dawes McPh. 

Lin¬ 

coln 

Brown 

Cus¬ 

ter 

Gree¬ 

ley 

Adams Lan¬ 
caster 

Doug- Ne- 
Sarpy maha 

Spotted Sandpiper 

My 9 

My 15 

" 

- 

- 

- 

My 

- 

- Ap 13 
My 5 

Ap 23 

- 3 

- 

Solitary Sandpiper 

Ap 22 

- 

- 

- 

Ap 28 

- 

- 

- Ap 30 

My 1 

My 9 

- 

Willet 

My 8 
My 15 

- 

My 26 
- S 

- 

- 

Ap 

- 

- Ap 29 
My 8 

Ap 25 

- 

Greater Yellowlegs 

Ap 18 

Ap 27 

My 26 

- S 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- Ap 16 
My 1 

Mr 27 
My IB 

- 

Lesser Yellowlegs 

Ap 15 
My 9 

- 

My 26 

- S 

- 


- 

- 

Ap 11 Ap 13 
My 12 

Ap 24 
My 10 

- 

Pectoral Sandpiper 

\ " 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- Ap 14 
tfy 8 

Ap 23 
My IS 

- 

White-rumped Sandpiper - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- My 16 

My 1 

" 

Baird's Sandpiper 

- 
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- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 3 

My 8 

My 9 

My 10 

- 

Least Sandpiper 

- 

- 

My 2 6 

- 

Ap 28 

Ap 

- 

- Ap 13 
My 16 

My 8 

My 10 

- 

Dunlin 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- My 1 

- 

- 

Dowitcher sp. 

My 15 My 7 

My 26 Ap 13 

- 

" 

- 

- Ap 16 
My 5 

My 9 

- 

Semipalmated Sandpiper - 







My 1 

- 

- 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper - 








My 1 

- 

Marbled Godwit 

Ap 21 


My 26 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- Ap 26 
Ap 29 

- 

- 

Hudsonian Godwit 









Ap 24 
My 12 

- 

Sanderling 

- 

- 

- 

- 

" 

- 

- 

- Ap 2 
Ap 26 

- 

- 

American Avocet 

Ap 30 
Je 13 

- 

Spr. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

My 15 My 16 

- 

- 

Wilson's Phalarope 

tfy 2 
My 16 

- 

My 26 Ap 28 Ap 29 

- S 

- 

- 

Mv 15 Ap 25 
My 13 

My 8 

My 9 

- 

Glaucous Gull 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

" 

- 

Mr 20 
Mr 21 

- 

Herring Gull 

- 

Mr 27 

- 

Ja 16 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Mr 20 
My 1 

- 

Ring-billed Gull 

Mr 21 
My 20 

- 

- 

Mr 10 
- S 

- 

Mr 

Ap 


Ap 28 Mr 17 
Ap 29 

Mr 14 
My 4 

- 

Franklin's Gull 

Mr 30 Ap 27 
Ap 20 

- 

Ap 10 
- S 

My 17 
- S 

Ap 

My 

Ap 
- S 

Ap 17 Mr 10 
My 27 Ap 20 

Mr 22 
Je 2 

- 

Bonaparte's Gull 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- My 1 

Ap 3 

- 

Forster's Tern 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- Ap 23 
My 1 

Ap 25 

- 

Common Tern 

My 26 

- 

- 

Pip 28 
- S 

- 

- 

- 

Mr 18 
My 16 

Ap 24 
Je 6 

- 
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Scotts Dawes McFh. 
Bluff 

Lin¬ 

coln 

Brown 

Cus¬ 

ter 

Gree¬ 

ley 

Adams Lan- Doug- Ne- 
caster Sarpy maha 

Caspian Tern 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

My 28 

- 

- 

Black Tern 

My 18 - 

My 26 

My 26 

- S 

- 

- 

- 

My 

My 15 Ap 23 My 4 
My 26 My 15 

- 

Rock Dove 

P P 

- 

P 

- 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

p 

Mourning Dove 

Ja 8 Ap 6 

- S 

My 26 Ap 4 
- S - S 

Mr 20 
- S 

Fe 
- S 

Ap 
- S 

P 

P 

W - 
- S 

Fe 16 
- S 

Yellow-billed 

Cuckoo 

Je 13 - 

- S 

- 

•Ja 14 

- S 

- 

Je 

Je 
- S 

My 15 My 25 My 9 
- S _ S - S 

My 21 
- S 

Black-billed 

Cuckoo 

- 

- 

Je 23 
- S 

Je 20 

- S 

Je 

Je 

- S 

- 

My 16 My 17- 
- S - S 

- 

Bam Owl 

- 

- 

- 

My 22 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ja 1 

Screech Owl 

P 

- 

- 

P 

- 

- 

- 

P 

p 

P 

Great Homed Owl 

P P 

P 

P 

- 

P 

P 

P 

P 

p 

P 

Snowy Owl 

- 

- 

- 

W - 
Ap 20 

- 

- 

- 

- 

w - 

Mr 12 

- 

Burrowing Owl 

M/ 2 Ap 18 
- S 

Je 14 

- S 

Je 20 
- S 

Ap 20 

- S 

- 

Je 

- S 

Ap 15 
My 15 

- 

- 

- 

Barred Owl 








- 

P 

P 

Long-eared Owl 

- 

- 

- 

My 8 

- 

- 

- 

Ap 24 



Short-eared Owl 

- 

- 

- 

" 

" 

- 

My 

W - 

Ja 18 

Ja 24 

" 

Chuck-will's-widcw 










Je 1 
Je 8 

Whip-poor-will 

- 









Ap 15 

- S 

Poor-will 

Je 24 Ap 25 

- S 

" 









Common Nighthawk 

30 Je 1 

- S 

My 27 
- S 

Je 1 
- S 

Je 5 
- S 

Je 

- S 

Je 

- S 

Je 2 

My 8 

- S 

My 2 
- S 

My 8 

- S 

Chimney Swift 

My 9 
- S 

- 

M/ 7 
- S 

- 

Ap 
- S 

- 

Ap 28 Ap 21 Ap 24 Ap 28 
- -S - $ - S - s 

White-throated Swift 

Ap 28 My 2 

- S 

- 









Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

M/ 23 

My 5 
M/ 14 

My 9 

- S 

My 26 

- S 

Belted Kingfisher 

P Fe 16 Je 16 

Ja 16 

- S 

Mr 20 
- S 

Mr 
- S 

Je 

- S 

P 

P 

Fe 18 

- S 

Ap 20 
My 6 

Flicker 

P Ja 2 

- 

Fe 12 
- S 

P 

P 

■My 
- S 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Red-bellied 

Woodpecker 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

My 15 

P 

P 

P 

Red-headed 

Woodpecker 

My 22 My 21 My 29 
- S 

My 2 

- S 

My 6 
- S 

My 

- S 

Ap 
- S 

My 4 

- S 

Ap 24 
- S 

W - 

■ - S 

P 
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Scotts 

Bluff 

Dawes 

McFh. 

Lin- Brown 
coin 

Cus¬ 

ter 

Gree¬ 

ley 

Adams Lan¬ 
caster 

Doug- Ne- 
Sarpy maha 

Yellow-bellied 

Sapsucker 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

" 

- 

Ap 4 

- 

- 

Hairy Woodpecker 

P 

Ja 2 

- 

P P 

- 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Downy Woodpecker 

P 

Ja 2 

- 

P P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Eastern Kingbird 

n/ 4 
- s 

My 11 

26 My 5 Fe 10 
- S _ s - S 

My 

- S 

Mr 
- S 

My 4 

- S 

My 1 
- S 

My 1 
- S 

My 6 

- S 

Western Kingbird 

My 1 

- s 

My 8 

My 26 Ify 4 Ap 20 
- s _ s - S 

Ap 
- S 

Mr 
- S 

My 3 
- S 

My 1 
- S 

n? 1 
- S 

My 15 

- S 

Great Crested 
Flycatcher 

- 

My 30 

- 

- 

- 

- 

My 15 My 3 

- S 

My 1 
- S 

Ap 30 
- S 

Eastern Phoebe 

- 

My 8 

- 

- Mr 20 
- S 

Ap 
- S 

- 

My 15 Ap 24 
- S 

Mr 31 Ap 24 
- S - S 

Say's Phoebe 

Ap 2 

- S 

Ap 23 

- 

- Ap 10 
- S 

- 

Ap 

- S 

My 15 

- 

- 

" 

Acadian Flycatcher 









My 21 
Je 1 

- 

Traill's Flycatcher 

- 

- 

Je 6 
Je 7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Fty 27 
- S 

Je 3 
Je 21 

- 

Least Flycatcher 
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- 

- 

My 18 - 

My 

- 

My 15 My 25 
My 23 My 27 

My 8 
My 21 

- 

Empidonax sp. 








My 5 

My 15 

- 

Eastern Wood Pewee 

- 

- 

- 

- Je 10 
- S 

- 

- 

- 

My 1 

- S 

My 13 

- S 

- 

Western Wood Pewee 

My 17 M/ 30 

- S 

- 

- 

- 

" 

- 

" 

- 


Olive-sided Flycatcher - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Je 1 

- 

Homed Lark 

P 

P 

P 

P My 22 
- S 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Violet-green Swallow 

My 15 









- 

Tree Swallow 

- 

- 

- 

17 My 10 

" 

- 

" 

Ap 16 
My 25 

Ap 24 
Je 15 


Bank Swallow 
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- 

- 

My 11 My 10 
- S - s 

- 

- 

My 15 

- 

My 1 
- S 

- 

Rough-winged Swallow 

Ap 18 My 14 
- S 

- 

- Je 20 
- S 

Ap 

- S 

- 

M/ 8 
My 15 

Ap 15 

- S 

My 1 
- S 

Ap 20 

- S 

Bam Swallow 

Ap 23 
- S 

- 

My 26 

- S 

My 1 Mr 26 
- S - S 

Ap 

- S 

Ap 
- S 

Ap 17 Ap 13 
- S - S 

Ap 16 My 2 
- S - S 

Cliff Swallow 

My 12 
- S 

- 

- 

Ap 28 Je 20 
- S - S 

- 

- 

" 

My 27 

Ify 1 
Je 7 

Ap 30 

- S 

Purple Martin 

- 

- 

- 

My 20 My 22 
- S - s 

Ap 
- S 

- 

Mr 30 Ap 14 
- S - S 

Ap 6 

- S 

Mr 22 
- S 

Blue Jay 

P 

Ja 2 

My 26 
- S 

Mr 26 P 

- S 

P 

My 

- S 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Black-billed Magpie 

P 

P 

- 

P P 

P 

P 

P 

- 

- 

- 
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Scotts Dawes McFh 

l. Lin- 

Brown 

Cus- 

Gree- 

Adams 

Lan- 

Doug- 

Ne- 


Bluff 



coin 


ter 

ley 


caster Sarpy maha 

Common Crow 

P 

P 

- 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Pinon Jay 

- 

P 

- 









Black-capped Chickadee P 

P 

- 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Tufted Titmouse 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

P 

P 

P 

White-breasted 

_ 

P 

_ 

_ 

W - 

W - 


P 

P 

P 

P 

Nuthatch 





Fe 

My 






Red-breasted 

W - 

P 

- 

_ 

W - 

P 


W - 

W - 



Nuthatch 

Mr 2 




Fe 



Ja 5 

Mr 12 



Brown Creeper 

W - 

P 

- 

_ 

W - 


_ 

_ 

W - 

W - 

W - 


Mr 3 




Fe 




Mr 27 My 1 

Ja 8 

House Wren 

My 2 

My 8 

- 

Ap 30 My 22 

My 

Je 

Ap 19 

Ap 14 

Ap 17 Ap 4 


- S 



- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

Winter Wren 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Ja 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Fe 11 







Mr 





Mr 11 


Carolina Wren 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

P 

P 

Long-billed 









Ap 30 

Ap 24 

_ 

Marsh Wren 









My 5 

My 1 


Short-billed 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Je 20 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Je 3 

My 1 

_ 

Marsh Wren 

' 











Rock Wren 

Ap 18 

Je 1 

- 










- S 











Mockingbird 

My 4 

My 8 

- 

Ap 19 

_ 

- 

AP 

- 

Ap 24 

Ap 21 Ap 4 


- S 



- S 



- S 


- S 

Je 5 

Je 17 

Catbird 

_ 

_ 

My 31 

_ 

My 28 

My 

Je 

My 15 

Ap 30 

My 1 

Ap 30 




Je 1 


- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

Brown Thrasher 

Ap 30 My 8 

26 My 30 My 25 

My 

My 

Ap 21 

Ap 14 

Ap 17 

S 


- S 


- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 


Robin 

P 

Ja 2 

My 26 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Fe 20 

P 




- S 







- S 


Wood Thrush 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Je 27 

_ 

_ 

My 15 

My 25 

M/ 1 

_ 






- S 





- S 


Hermit Thrush 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ , 

_ 

_ 

- 

Ap 11 

Mr 19 

Ap 17 

_ 










Ap 25 

Ap 25 


Swainson’s Thrush 

Ap 22 

_ 

My 26 

£ 

CO 

_ 

My 

_ 

My 15 

Ap 21 

Ap 23 

_ 


Je 3 


Je 1 





My 18 

Je 6 

n/ 26 


Gray-cheeked Thrush 

_ 

_ 

_ 

My 11 

_ 

My 

_ 

My 15 

My 9 

Ap 25 

_ 










My 18 



Eastern Bluebird 

_ 

_ 

_ 

My 3 

Fe 10 

_ 

Je 

Mr 14 








- S 

- S 


- S 

- S 

P 

P 

P 

Mountain Bluebird 

Mr 17 Ap 12 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Fe 18 

_ 


tty 5 











Townsend's 

W - 

W 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 

Solitaire 

Ap 20 











Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 










My 1 

- 
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Scotts Dawes 

McFh. 

• Lin- 

Brown 

Cus- 

Gree- 

Adams 

Lan- Doug- 

Ne- 


Bluff 


coin 


ter 
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caster Sarpy 

maha 

Golden-crowned 

- Ja 2 

_ 

_ 

My 10 

W - 

_ 

_ 

Mr 20 W - 

_ 

Kinglet 




Ja 



Ap 3 Ap 10 


Ruby-crowned 

_ 

My 29 

_ 

Ap 27 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Mr 20 Mr 31 

_ 

Kinglet 








My 6 My 10 


Water Pipit 

Ap 25 - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sprague’s Pipit 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ap 1 

- 

- 

Bohemian Waxwing 

Ja 2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ja 17 - 

- 

Cedar Waxwing 

W - Fe 9 

_ 

_ 

Ja 

_ 

_ 

W - 

W - Mr 4 

- 


Je 3 



Ap 



My 15 

Je 3 Je 15 


Northern Shrike 

W - 

_ 

Ja 1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

W - 


Mr 7 








Fe 2 

Loggerhead Shrike 

Ap 23 Ja 2 

My 26 Fe 12 

Mr 20 

Ja 

Ap 

Mr 20 

W - Fe 18 Ap 2 


- S 

- S 

- S 


- S 

- S 

Je 18 

- S - S 

Ap 3i 

Starling 

P Ja 2 

S 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P P 

P 

White-eyed Vireo 








Je 1 

- 

Bell's Vireo 


_ 

My 21 Je 10 

My 

_ 

My 15 

My 18 My 1 

- 




- S 

- S 




- S - S 


Yellcw-throated 

_ 

_ 

_ 

My 22 

- 

- 

- 

- Ap 28 

- 

Vireo 




- S 




- S 


Solitary Vireo 

_ 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

My 8 My 4 

- 








My 10 


Red-eyed Vireo 

My 28 

Je 6 

My 17 My 22 

My 

- 

My 15 

My 8 My 1 

- 

- S 


- S 

- S 

- S 



Je 2 - S 


Philadelphia Vireo 

My 15 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ap 23 - 

- 

Warbling Vireo 

My 12 My 14 

- 

My 20 

My 22 

Ap 

- 

Ap 30 

Ap 30 Ap 23- 

- 

- S 


- S 

- S 

- S 


- S 

- S - S 


Black-and-white 

- My 14 

_ 

_ 

Ap 20 

My 

- 

- 

My 9 Ap 25 

- 

Warbler 



Ify 22 




My 16 My 10 


Blue-winged Warbler 

- 

- 

- 

My 22 

- 

- 

- 

My 5 

My 8 

- 

Tennessee Warbler 

- 

- 

- 

- 


- 


Ap 24 My 1 
My 18 My 26 

- 

Orange-crowned 

Ap 30 My 4 

My 30 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

My 3 

My 1 Ap 25 

- 

Warbler 

Vfy 11 





My 23 

My 12 My 12 


Nashville Warbler 
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Je 3 

- 

- 

- 


- 

My 3 Ap 24 
My 12 My 12 

- 

Yellow Warbler 

My 7 My 11 

My 30 My 14 My 12 

Ap 

- 

Ap 25 
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- 


- S 


- S 

- S 

- S 


Je 10 

- 3 - S 


Cape May Warbler 









- 








My 9 


Magnolia Warbler 

- 

- 

- 

- 

>- 

- 

- 

My 10 My 1 
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- 

Myrtle Warbler 
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- 

- 

My 12 
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- 
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Ap 24 My 14 
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- 
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" 
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" 
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- 

Townsend's Warbler 
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- 
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- 
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- 
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_ 
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Cerulean Warbler 
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Je 23 

- 
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- 

- 

- 
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- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

_ 

Ap 30 

- 

- 

My 6 
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Je 29 




Chestnut-sided Warbler - 







My 25 

_ 

- 
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Blackpoll Warbler 

_ 

_ 

_ 

My 12 

_ 

- 

My 12 
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My 13 
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My 10 


Ovenbird 
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_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

My 6 

Ap 24 
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- S 


Northern Waterthrush 









My 1 
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My 12 


Louisiana Waterthrush 
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- 

Kentucky Warbler 
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- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

My 9 
Je 26 

- 

Mourning Warbler 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

My 23 My 9 
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My 26 
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My 

Je 

My 15 Ap 24 
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Je 3 
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- S 

- s. 
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Yellow-breasted Chat 

My 10 My 30 

Je 1 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

Je 2 

M/ 9 

- 


- S 
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Hooded Warbler 

My 15 - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ap 21 

- 

Wilson's Warbler 

_ 

My 27 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

My 16 

- 

- 









My 18 



American Redstart 

My 15 My 18 

My 27 

_ 

My 10 

My 

Je 

My 15 

My 8 

My 4 

- 


My 27 

My 30 


- S ; 

- S 

- S 


My 20 

- S 


House Sparrow 

P P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Bobolink 

Je 30 - 

Je 3 

My 15 Je 20 

- 

Je 

- 

My 1 

My 22 

- 



Je 25 

- S 

- S 


- S 



- S 


Eastern Meadowlark 

_ 

_ 

Ap 10 Ap 20 

_ 

- 

- 

Mr 17 

Mr 27 

My 23 




- S 

- s 




- S 

- S 

- S 

Meadowlark sp. 








- 

P 

P 

Western Meadowlark 

P P 

My 26 

P 

p 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Ja 16 Ap 25 


- s - S - S 










Nebraska Bird Review 


55 



Scotts Dawes McPh. Lin- 

Brown 

Cus- 

Gree- 

Adams 

Lan- 

Doug- 

Ne- 


Bluff 



coin 


ter 

ley 

caster 

Sarpy 

maha 

Yellow-headed 

Ap 30 

Ap 27 My 26 Ap 24 

My 15 

My 

My 

Ap 21 My 5 

Ap 17 

- 

Blackbird 

- S 


- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 


My 15 M^ 6 

- S 


Red-winged 

P 

Mr 27 My 26 

P 

Mr 20 

Fe 

Ap 

Ja 13 

Mr 12 

W - 

Ja 3 

Blackbird 



- S 


- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

Orchard Oriole 

Je 19 

_ 

My 30 My 14 

My 20 

My 

Je 

My 7 

Ap 30 

My 3 

Je 13 


- S 


- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

Je 8 

- S 

- S 

- S 

Baltimore Oriole 

My 15 

_ 

My 28 My 8 

My 20 

Ap 

My 

Ap 23 Ap 30 

My 1 

Ap 24 


My 29 


_ S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

Bullock's Oriole 

My 15 
- S 

My 18 

- 









Rusty Blackbird 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ap 27 

- 

- 

- 

- 

w - 
Fe 11 

- 

Brewer's Blackbird 

My 2 

Ap 27 

- 

Ap 23 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Je 28 

Ap 7 

_ 


My 11 



- S 






My 1 


Common Grackle 

Mr 30 

Ap 13 

_ 

Ap 3 

Ap 27 

Mr 

Ap 

P 

W - 

W - 

P 


- S 


- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 


- S 

- S 


Brown-headed Cowbird 

2 

Ap 23 Je 20 My 26 

Fe 27 

Ap 

Ap 

Ja 3 

W - 

Mr 13 Ap 11 


- S 


- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

- s 

- S 

- S 

Western Tanager 

Je 7 

My 29 










Scarlet Tanager 









My 13 

My 2 

- S 

- 

Cardinal 

- 

- 

- 

P 

P 

P 

- 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Rose-breasted 

My 23 

_ 


_ 

My 22 

_ 

_ 

My 4 

My 5 

Ap 28 

Je 16 

Grosbeak 





- S 



My 15 

- S 

- S 

- S 

Black-headed 

Je 2 

My 18 

_ 

My 25 

_ 

_ 

Je 

My 15 

My 25 

_ 

_ 

Grosbeak 

- S 


- S 



- S 


Je 28 



Blue Grosbeak 

My 17 

_ 

My 26 Je 16 

Je 20 

_ 

_ 

Je 6 

My 20 

My 22 

_ 


- S 


- S 

- S 

- S 




- S 

- S 


Indigo Bunting 

My 21 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Je 20 

My 

_ 

Je 8 

My 8 

Ify 9 

Je 16 


Je 3 




- S 

- S 



- S 

- S 

- S 

Lazuli Bunting 

My 4 

- S 

- 










Dickcissel 



Je 17 Je 4 

Je 20 

My 

My 

My 13 My 8 

My 1 

My 5 




- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

Evening Grosbeak 

W - 
Ja 10 

Fe 13 

- 

- 

Ap 10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Purple Finch 









W - 

Fe 16 

- 










Ap 7 

Ap 24 


House Finch 

P 











Pine Grosbeak 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Mr 10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Common Redpoll 

" 

" 

- 

- 

My 22 

- 

- 

My 15 

W - . 
Ja 28 

" 

- 

Pine Siskin 

P 

P 

_ 

My 6 

W - 

_ 

_ 

My 15 

W - 

_ 

_ 





- S 

Fe 10 



Ja 19 



American Goldfinch 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 









56 


Nebraska Bird Review 


Scotts Dawes McPh. Lin- 
Bluff coin 


Red Crossbill 

- 

- 


- 

Rufous-sided Towhee 

Ap 24 Ap 27 
- S 

Spr. Ap 25 
- S 

Lark Bunting 

My 2 

- S 

My 7 

My 26 ffy 17 
- S - S 

Savannah Sparrow 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Grasshopper Sparrow 

- 

- 

Je 5 
- S 

- 

Baird's Sparrow 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Le Conte's Sparrow 





Vesper Sparrow 

Ap 25 Ap 18 
- S 

- 

Ap 15 

- S 

Lark Sparrow 

Ap 30 Ap 18 My 26 My 6 
- S - s - S 

White-winged Junco 

- 

P 

- 


Slate-colored Junco 

W - 
Ja 10 

W 

- 

W - 
Mr 27 

Oregon Junco 

W - 
Mr 27 

W 


W - 
Mr 27 

Tree Sparrow 

W - 

Mr 21 

w 

W 

W - 

Mr 27 

Chipping Sparrow 

My 4 

- S 

Ap 27 

- 

My 12 
- S 

Clay-colored Sparrow 

My 4 
My 20 

- 

- 

Ap 13 
My 19 

Brewer's Sparrow 

My 15 

- 

- 

- 

Field Sparrow 

- 

- 

Je 3 
- S 

Ap 23 

- S 

Harris' Sparrow 

W - 
My 11 

Ja 3 

- 

Ap 23 
My 6 

White-crowned 

Sparrow 

W - 
Ap 30 

Ap 27 

- 

Ap 20 

White-throated 

Sparrow 

- 

- 

- 

Ap 23 

Fox Sparrow 

- 

- 

- 

Ja 16 

Lincoln's Sparrow 

- 

- 

- 

My 7 

Song Sparrow 

Fe 13 
Mr 8 

- 

- 

- 

Lapland Longspur 

- 

_ 

- 

Ja 1 


Brown 

Cus¬ 

Gree¬ 

■ Adams Lan¬ 

Doug- 

Ne¬ 


ter 

ley 

caster 

Sarpy 

maha 

Ap 20 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

My 22 

My 

_ 

Ap 21 W - 

W - 

Ap 29 

- S 

- S 


My 11 - S 

- S 

- S 

Je 10 

My 

My 

My 15 - 

_ 

_ 

- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 



_ 

_ 

_ 

- Ap 14 

Ap 24 

_ 




My 1 

My 8 


My 22 

- 

My 

Ap. 28 My 1 

My 1 

Ap 29 

- S 


- S 

- S - S 

- S 

- S 

- 

- 

- 

- 

My 3 

- 





Ap 24 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- My 18 

My 1 

_ 




- S 



My 22 

My 

Je 

My 15 My 18 

Ap 11 

My 6 

- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

Je 5 


W - 

W - 

W - 

W - W - 

W - 

W - 

Fe 

Ap 

Mr 

Ap 11 Ap 12 

Ap 24 

Ap 14 

W - 

_ 

_ 

W - W - 

W - 

Fe 9 

Mr 



Mr 25 Ap 2 

Mr 28 

Fe 23 

W 

W - 

W - 

W - W - 

W - 

W - 


Mr 

My 

Ap 7 Ap 3 

My 1 

Ja 18 

_ 

M/ 

Jft 

My 3 Ap 23 

Ap 17 

Ap 12 




My 17 - S 

- S 

- S 

- 

Ap 

_ 

My 3 My 8 

My 3 

_ 


If/ 


My 15 My 18 

My 13 


- 

- 

- 

My 4 

- 

- 

My 22 

Ap 

Ap 

Ja 4 Ap 23 

Ap 12 

Ap 30 

- S 


- S 

Ap 19 - S 

- S 

- S 

My 22 

_ 

_ 

W - W - 

w - 

W - 




My 13 M/ 10 

My 15 

Ap 30 

Ap 10 

Ja. 

_ 

Ap 28 My 3 

My 1 

Ja 25 


My 


My 4 My 16 

My 12 

Mr 24 

Ap 10 

- 

_ 

- Ap 13 

W - 

Ap 17 




My 6 

My 12 


My 22 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Mr 11 

_ 





Ap 21 


_ 

_ 

_ 

My 15 My 1 

Mr 14 

_ 




My 18 

My 16 


My 22 

Ap 

_ 

Mr 26 W - 

W - 

W - 




My 15 My 18 

- S 

Fe 23 

W - 

_ 

_ 

W - 


_ 

Fe 



Fe 10 



W - 

_ 

_ 

- Ja 20 

_ 

_ 

Fe 



Fe 10 




Snow Bunting 


Mr 23 





Nebraska Bird Review 


57 


Douglas-Sarpy (202), Omaha and Bellevue; Carl Swanson, Teta Kain, 
Mrs. S. A. Perkins, Mr. and Mrs. Loren Padelford, R. G. Cortelyou (re¬ 
porters) ; Rose Anderson, Evelyn Conrad, Rev. A. J. Dachauer, Mrs. R. F. 
Ferg-uson, William Fiske, Rev. T. A. Hoffman, Johnny Hurley, Clyde 
Johnson, Glenn LeDioyt, Mrs. Marie Pluta, Dick Russell, David Thorn¬ 
dike, Roger Sharpe, Mrs. Melba Wiig. Possible Ross’ Geese seen March 28 
(NBR 39:37) are not included in the tabulation. A small flock of Ruddy 
Ducks, with a male in full breeding plumage, was seen June 15. The Yel¬ 
low Rail was seen at close range by Melba Wiig and Teta Kain. The identi¬ 
fication was based on the coloring, size, and white wing patch. It was seen 
about 8 AM on a sunny, warm, misty day, in a swampy area on the south¬ 
west side of Lake Manawa, where they had observed many Soars. The 
Glaucous Gull was seen on Lake Manawa (where one was seen December 
26 (NBR 39:8) by many observers as the word got around. It was with a 
large flock of gulls (mostly Ring-billeds) and stood out because of its size 
and light color. About 4 PM of February 18, which was a cold, overcast, 
drizzly day, Teta Kain saw what she took for a Mountain Bluebird in her 
back yard in the Capehart Housing, near Bellevue. She called Mrs. Pluta 
and described the bird to Mrs. Pluta as she watched it hawking low over 

the ground about twenty feet away. There was no red visible on it, and 

no eye ring. They both agreed that it fitted the description of a Mountain 
Bluebird, and when Mrs. Kain did see Mountain Bluebirds on her vacation 
later on she was convinced that the identification was right. She observed 
the bird for about fifteen minutes, until it flew away to the northwest. It 
was not observed again. The 1970 Fall Occurrence Report reported a pair 
of wintering Baltimore Orioles. The female was last seen about the time 

of the snow in January; the male stayed through the summer. A late 

Rusty Blackbird was seen April 5. 

Greeley (67), Greeley; Douglas Moody. 

Lancaster (192), Lincoln; Shirley and Howard Doole, Dr. Esther Ben¬ 
nett, Gal Cink (reporters), Ray Goldstein. A Dowitcher seen May 3 and 5 
was reported as a Short-billed. The Bohemian Waxwings (four) were in 
with a flock of Cedar Waxings. See page 63 for a report on a Cattle Egret 
record, not included in the tabulation. 

Lincoln (107), Hershey; Mrs. M. A. Cox. 

McPherson (77), Tryon; Mrs. Oona Bassett. The dates begin with 
May 26, when Mrs. Bassett returned to the ranch. The Dowitcher was 
reported as a Long-billed. 

Nemaha (85), Auburn; Mrs. B. F. Mowery, (reporter), Dt. and Mrs. 
E. W. Peck, and Mr. and Mrs. Max Leonard, Auburn; Ida May Heywood and 
Mary Alice Vernon, Peru; Steve Garber and Tim Collin, Brownville. The 
Chuck-will’s-widow was heard by Miss Heywood. She also had a Brown 
Thrasher at her feeder from January 18 to February 8. Through June 11 
Miss Vernon though she had no bluebirds in her bluebird houses. She had 
had nesting birds every previous year since she put up the houses. 

Sarpy, see Douglas. 

Scotts Bluff (141), Scottsbluff; Mrs. Roy J. Witschy (reporter), Mrs. 
M. A. Banghart, Mrs. J. J. Brashear, Mrs. Lee Kenitz, Mrs. Alvin Vance. 
The Chukar was seen around the Kenitz home in Gering up to about the 
end of March. The Hooded Warbler was found at the Witschy home. 
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SOME INTERESTING SUMMER BIRD RECORDS 
FOR LANCASTER COUNTY IN 1970 

In the course of observations during the summer of 1970, I obtained 
several breeding records and sight records for birds not commonly noted in 
Lancaster County. They are presented here to document their occurrence 
and thus extend distributional knowledge of these species in eastern Ne¬ 
braska. 


Species Accounts 

Pied-billed Grebe: Podilymbus podiceps (Linnaeus) - One adult of this 
species was observed on Yankee Hill Reservoir (Section 30, T-9N, 
R-6E) on 20 June. Two young were observed on a small im¬ 
poundment 2 V 2 miles southwest of Sprague (Section 7, T-7N, 
R-6E) on 6 July. Rapp et al (1958) note that this species does 
breed in suitable localities in areas of the state other than the 
sandhills, Evans and Wolfe (1967) noted several broods of this 
species in Clay County. 

Least Bittern: Ixobrychus exilis (Gmelin) - A nest of this species was 
found on 4 June in marshes north of Lincoln on 48th Street 
(Section 5, T-10N, R-7E). The nest was in dense cattail about 
six inches off the water and contained four eggs. Several adults 
(both male and female) were observed on this marsh all summer. 
A female Least Bittern was observed twice (2 June and 11 July) 
on a small marsh southwest of Sprague (Section 7, T-7N, R-6E) 
but no evidence of nest or young was ever found. Rapp et al. 
(1958) note that this species breeds in suitable localities through¬ 
out the state but its status is still poorly known. 

Gadwall: Anas strepera Linnaeus - An adult with six young (about three 
weeks old) was observed on Branched Oak Lake (Section 31, 
T-12N, R-5E) on 3 July. Rapp et al (1958) note that this species 
is a common breeder in the Sandhill region but give no indica¬ 
tion of its status in the eastern part of the state. Evans and 
Wolfe (1967) noted that the Gadwall was only an occasional 
nester in Clay County. 

King Rail: Rallus elegans Audubon - An adult of this species was observed 
on a marsh north of Lincoln (Section 5, T-10N, R-7E) on 8 
June. Several observers noted King Rails on this marsh at other 
times during the summer (Mr. and Mrs. John Ott, pers. comm.) 
suggesting that it probably breeds here. Although Zimmer (1910) 
found it nesting around Lincoln, there have been no definite re¬ 
cords since. 

Tree Swallow: Iripoprocne bicolor (Vieilllot) - A pair of these birds was 
first observed along the Olive Branch of Salt Creek near Kramer, 
Nebraska (Section 10, T-7N, R-5E) on 20 June. They were 
subsequently seen on several visits to the same area (22 June 
and 2 July) but no nest cavity was ever found. Tree Swallows 
are regarded as an uncommon to rare breeder in the Missouri 
River Valley region by Rapp et al (1958). Johnston (1964) notes 
that this species has been found breeding only along the Missouri 
River in extreme notheastern Kansas. 
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Mockingbird: Mimus polyglottos (Linnaeus) - A nest of this species was 
found on 5 June near Hallam, in southern Lancaster County 
(Section 20, T~7N, R-6E). It was in a young Mulberry tree 
about four feet from the ground and contained three eggs. A 
territorial Mockingbird was observed about three mile west of 
this location (Section 26, T-7N, R-5E) in the same habitat type 
(brushy, savanna-like) on 10 June but no nest was found. Bruner 
et al (1904) note that the Mockingbird has bred in Lincoln, and 
Fiala (1970) regards this species as a fairly regular local sum¬ 
mer resident of Gage County. 

Scarlet Tanager: Piranga olivacea (Gmelin) - A singing male was observed 
in the Wilderness Park area south of Lincoln (Section 36, T-9N, 
R-6E) on 15 June. A nest could not be located and the tanager 
was neither seen nor heard again on a return visit to the area 
on 8 July. It is regarded 1 as an uncommon to rare bird in this 
part of the state by Rapp et al (1958). There are apparently no 
breeding records for Lancaster County, even though Bruner 
(1896) originally listed it as a breeding bird for this county. 

Lark Bunting: Calamospiza melanocorys Stejneger - A pair of Lark Bunt¬ 
ings was observed in an alfalfa field southwest of Princeton 
(Section 27, T-7N, R-6E) on 8 June. Two pair were observed 
in the same field on 10 June. No nests or young were ever found 

but both pair were still present in this field on 15 July 1970. 

Rapp et al (1958) note that this species has occurred in suitable 

habitat as far east as Lincoln, but records indicate that these 

occurrences have been sporadic. 
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ACTIVITIES OF THE YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER 
IN THE KEARNEY, NEBRASKA, AREA 

Although little attention had been given to them, the tell-tale drillings 
of the Yellow-bellied! Sapsucker (Sphyrapicus various) on some of the 
trees on the Kearney State College campus had been noted for a number 
of years. Several times, too, during winter months, the bird had been seen 
by biology teachers and students of the college, and the observations had 
been a matter of note in classes. Consequently it was decided that a study 
of some depth concerning the workings of this woodpecker, off-campus 
as well as on-campus, might reveal worthwhile information. 

Data for this study were collected during the winter of 1964-1965, 
the objectives being to determine which trees had been attacked by the 
bird, the extent of the workings, and the relation of the drillings to some 
readily measureable factors. Detailed field work was accomplished by the 
senior author as part of his work in a course, “Biology Problems”, under 
the supervision of the junior author. Both men cooperated in the writing 
of this paper. 

It was soon obvious from preliminary field trips that a number of the 
coniferous trees present in the area were frequented by sapsuckers. Deciduous 
trees in the same general area did not seem to be effected. The drillings of the 
species which we found consisted of rather regularly-spaced holes or pits 
with rows running horizontally as well as vertically. Some horizontal rows 
had only three or four holes, but others formed completed rings around the 
trees; the vertical patterns consisted of two to twenty or more holes, one 
above the other. Somewhat oval or egg shaped, all drillings were located on 
the trunks of the trees, none being observed on any of the branches. 

Because availability and number of trees present, three study sites, con¬ 
sisting stands of conifers, were selected for detailed studies. The first was a 
wind-break adjacent to the south sidle of U.S. Highway 30, about a half 
mile west of the city limits of Kearney; the second was a grove located 
several miles west of Kearney on the Dell Harris farm (the old 1733 
Ranch); and the third consisted of scattered plantings on the college campus 
and elsewhere within the city. 

The windbreak extended about three-fourths of a mile, and consisted 
of 919 trees of four species: red cedar ( Juniperus viriginiana) , Austrian 
pine ( Pinus laricio austriaca), western yellow pine ( Pinus ponderosa), and 
blue spruce ( Picea pungens) . These trees were arranged in an orderly pat¬ 
tern of three rows running easterly to westerly, bordering the highway and 
following it as it curved. The row nearest the road was composed almost 
entirely of red cedars, with two Austrian pines and one western yellow 
pine being included at the western end. The other two rows had all four 
species of trees mixed throughout the entire length. The grove on the Dell 
Harris farm covered about twenty acres and included 1763 trees, all red 
cedars. The scattered 1 campus and city plantings included 194 individuals, 
of the same four species as found in the U.S. Highway 30 windbreak. 

All conifers included in this investigation, it should be added, were 
bona fide trees, and: of some size. Saplings or new small plantings, none of 
which showed signs of the woodpecker’s work, were omitted from this study. 

Table 1 gives some statistics concerning the sapsucker’s use of the trees 
by species and by location. It will be noted that the bird had a decided 
preference for the Austrian pines and blue spruces, having drilled 93% or 
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more of them. Only about 1% of the red cedars were drilled and none of 
the few western yellow pines present in the samplings extribited evidence 
of drilling. 

Table 1. Trees Examined and Their Use by Sapsuckers 


Species of Tree 

Number Present 

Number Attacked 

% Attacked 


The Highway 

30 Windbreak 


Red Cedar 

645 

7 

1.1 

Austrian Pine 

254 

245 

96.5 

Blue Spruce 

13 

13 

100.0 

Western Yellow 

Pine 7 

0 

0.0 


The Dell Harris Grove 


Red Cedar 

1763 

13 

0.7 


Kearney and the 

College Campus 


Red Cedar 

107 

1 

0.9 

Austrian Pine 

61 

57 

93.4 

Blue Spruce 

26 

25 

96.2 

Western Yellow 

Pine 4 

0 

0.0 


Because of the presence of the pits on such a high proportion of the 
Austrian pines, and because of the large number of these trees available, 
they were selected for closer study to seek answers to other aspects of the 
bird’s activities. For intense examination ten trees from the U.S. Highway 
30 windbreak and ten from the college campus and city of Kearney, all 
showing woodpecker work, were chosen at random. Twelve of these trees 
had their lower branches removed, ten being pruned to a height of 8 feet 
and the other two to a height of 6 feet and 11 feet respectively. The re¬ 
maining eight trees were untrimmed. Each of the twenty trees was ex¬ 
amined in detail at two levels: a one-foot section at a height between 5 and 
6 feet above ground, and a second similar one-foot section between 11 and 
12 feet. Each section was divided by compass into quarters (northwest, 
northeast, southeast, and southwest), and all holes occurring in each 
quarter were counted. 

As is indicated in Table 2, there was an interaction of some sort in¬ 
volving altitude, the presence or absence of lower branches, and perhaps 
some other factors. On the trimmed trees the sapsucker did more drilling 
at the 11-12 foot portions of the trees than on the bare trunks below, but 
on the untrimmed trees it made more holes at the lower level. 

It was postulated that the behavior on trimmed trees may have been 
a response to cover, the bird boring more often in parts of the trees pro¬ 
viding it with the protection of branches with their twigs and needles. 
Where adequate cover was present lower on the trees, however, the bird 
was not at all adverse to drilling rather close to the ground, the larger 
size of the trunk lower on the tree perhaps then being the critical factor. 

That trunk size was of some consequence to the bird was shown when a 
comparison was made of the holes drilled on trees of different sizes. In 
that case a direct correlation was found, the larger the trunk at either of 
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the two study levels, the greater the number of holes. However, the short 
distance (only 5 feet) between the 5-6 foot section and the 11-12 foot section 
hardly seems sufficient to explain all of the differences noted. Drillings 
higher up than 11 feet were not included in this study. 


Table 2. Average Numbers of Holes Drilled by Sapsuckers 


Quarters 

NE SE SW 


Entire Section 


5-6 feet 
11-12 feet 


49.0 

66.8 


On 12 Trimmed Trees 


54.0 

63.3 


51.3 

64.3 


53.9 

65.8 


208.2 

260.2 


5-6 feet 
11-12 feet 


64.2 

53.1 


On 8 Untrimmed Trees 


64.5 

50.5 


66.8 

52.5 


65.9 

55.8 


261.4 

211.9 


This investigation gave no clue concerning the reason for the absence 
of holes on any of the branches. This situation does not obtain everywhere. 

The data concerning the number of holes as related to compass direc¬ 
tion were subjected to statistical chi-square testing procedures. As one 
might almost surmise from the averages given in Table 2, results thereof 
showed no evidence that the bird “favored’' one direction over the other. 
As far as compass direction was concerned, the drillings were made at ran¬ 
dom on the trees studied. James Tate in his doctoral dissertation, “ Foraging 
Behavior of the Eastern Yellow-bellied Sapsucker (Sphyrapicus varius 
varius )”, completed in 1969 at the University of Nebraska, also found no 
directional preferences, either in summer or in winter feeding of the bird. 

The writers wish to acknowledge the interest expressed in our study 
by Dr. James Tate, now at the Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology. While 
doing graduate work at the University of Nebraska he visited our study 
sites at Kearney, and was most interested in the observations we had made. 

Joel T. Hiatt 

Staff Sergeant,, U.S. Army 
Universal City, Texas 

John C. W. Bliese 

Professor of Biology 
Kearney State College 

NOTES 

CATTLE EGRET. On April 24, 1971 I observed my second Cattle 
Egret in York County. (The one seen in spring of 1969 was reported in 
NBR 37:47.) I had been told that there was one in a basin about two miles 
from where I live two days earlier, but I couldn’t find it the first time I 
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iooked.I did finally find it in the basin where it was first reported. It was 
in the ditch, right by the road, very tame, and easily identified by the red¬ 
dish brown patches over the top and on the breast. Since that date I have 
seen one several times in my own large basin and following my cattle. I 
presume it to be the same bird, as these basins are within a mile and a half 
of each other and I haven’t been able to find it again in the basin where 
I first saw it. It is still here (May 7). Yesterday one of my 4-H Bird Club 
members called me to report another one about seven miles west of my home. 
I looked for it but didn’t find it, but I am sure from the descriptipon that 
it Was another Cattle Egret. 

— Lee Morris, Benedict 

April 30, 1971 one of our local residents came to get me to identify a 

bird that had been in his horse lot for about two weeks. He thought it be¬ 

longed to the crane family. I fully expected to find a Snowy or Common 
Egret, but to my surprise it turned out to be a Cattle Egret. The small size 
of the bird plus the rusty top of the head and down the front, coupled with 
the yellow beak and black legs makes it unmistakable. It was quite unafraid 
and we could approach it real closely. It seems to come in for a time each 

morning and again in the evenings. There is a small stream that runs 

through the lot and it seems to like to feed there. That evening it seemed 
a little more cagey. 

— Mrs. Kermit S. Swanson, Aurora 

On May 3, 1971, five large white birds were observed among the cattle 
on the farm of Mr. and Mrs. Lee Bingham, near Davey in northern Lan¬ 
caster County. They were first seen by Mr. R. H. Cozad, and latter by the 
Ringham family and some of their neighbors. On May 4, I photographed the 
birds and identified them as Cattle Egrets. They had the typical pink-orange 
bills, legs, and feet. All were in full nuptial plumage: light rusty on head, 
back, and breast. Their posture was very erect while standing or walking. 
Graceful short flights from cow to cow were frequent. They could not be 
closely approached either on foot or by car without their flying a few 
hundred feet away. The birds left on May 5. 

— Dr. Norma G. Johnson, Lincoln 

On May 24, 1971, Perry Roper, one of my students, and I found five 
Cattle Egrets ( Bubulcus ibis ) in the Jack Cary pastures, east of the road 
north from the Odessa interchange, and north of the Union Pacific Wayside 
Area. We watched the birds with binoculars and a telescope for about fifteen 
minutes, until they flew out of range. The birds were feeding in tall grasses 
and moved about somewhat. They were at times as close as 150 yards and 
at other times about 200 yards from us, and at least far from the nearest 
cattle. They formed a rather compact assemblage the entire time. Two of 
the birds had the buff crown, back, and breast of breeding adults. I informed 
the Jack Carys (who are in-laws of my daughter) of our observation and a 
few days later Mrs. Cary reported that she had seen five Cattle Egerts on 
May 26, and several times shortly after that, and Mr. C&ry and my son- 
in-law stated they saw a flock of eight of these birds in the same pastures 
on June 9. 


—John C. W. Bliese, Kearney 
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HOODED MERGANSER. A pair of Hooded Mergansers (Lophodytes 
cucullatus) were observed March 16, 1970 near the bank on Verdon Lake in 
Richardson County. Both birds were diving and swimming somewhat sepa¬ 
rate from other diving species on the lake. After watching the pair for 
several minutes I attempted to drive my car closer but the birds took flight 
and left the area. 

— C. W. Huntley, Crete 


IN MEMORIAM 

Mrs. Floyd J. Patton of Wymore died September 10. She had been a 
member of NOU since 1937. She had been active in observing and reporting 
on birds in the Gage County area, had attended many of the meeting's, and 
had been active in the management of NOU, serving as Treasurer in the 
early 1950’s, when the financial problems of the society were more serious 
than they are now. Her last office was as President in 1961-62. 

Dr. Howard Doole of Lincoln, who had been a member since 1959, died 
this fall after a long illness. Until his illness prevented it, he had been 
active both locally and in attendance at NOU meetings, and the last few 
years he and Mrs. Doole had served as reporters for the migration reports 
from Lancaster County. 
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A COMPARISON OF NESTING COVER UTILIZED 
BY PHEASANTS AND WATERFOWL 1 

William L. Baxter and Carl W. Wolfe 

The rain-water basin region of Nebraska contains approximately 3,745 
square miles of area distributed through 10 counties in the south-central 
portion of the state. The area is characterized by gently rolling loess plains 
dissected in areas by well defined drainages. In a large portion of the area 
the drainages end in closed systems or rainwater basins. The importance 
of this region as a pheasant and waterfowl nesting area has been docu¬ 
mented previously by Linder, Lyon and Agee (1960), Linder (1959), Evans 
and Wolfe (1967), and Baxter (1970). 

Data presented here were collected on private land comprising two 
nine-square mile study areas in Clay County, Nebraska under P-R project 
W-38-R (The Life History and Ecology of the Ring-necked Pheasant). 

Land use on the study areas was recorded from 1955 through 1964. 
Between 90 and 95 percent of the area was intensively cultivated or grazed, 
depending on the amount of water in the basins. The principal crops on the 
area were grain sorghum, corn, wheat and alfalfa. 

METHODS: 

Nesting studies were conducted on the Harvard area from 1956 through 
1964, and on the Clay Center area from 1959 through 1964. These studies 
were conducted by systematically searching randomly selected plots in all 
cover types except row crops. Nest searching was patterned after Stokes’ 
(1954) work on Pelee Island, Ontario. Cover types sampled were classified 
as roadsides, wheat, alfalfa, fence rows, pasture and hay, and unused areas. 
The sampling rate varied from 1:6 to 1:16 depending on the expected nest 
densities in that cover type. 

Each duck and pheasant nest was recorded on prepared forms. Data 
recorded included covertype, composition of vegetation associated with the 
nest, and the number and fate of eggs. 

Waterfowl data used in this paper is based on the primary nesting 
species using the area. Blue-winged Teal, the most common nesting species, 
established 52 percent of all waterfowl nests. Pintails and Mallards estab¬ 
lished 18 and 16 percent respectively. 

Availability of Nesting Cover 

Approximately 42 percent of the total acreage on the study area was 
classified as potential nesting cover. Ranked by occurrence, these cover- 
types were: wheat, pasture and hay, alfalfa, unused areas, roadsides and 
fence rows. While 42 percent represents the lO-yeay mean value, the actual 
acreage varied from year to year depending on cultural practices and the 
amount of water present in the basins. 

Rainwater basins were primarily limited to the Clay Center area. The 
presence of water in these basins was the factor which determined whether 
waterfowl nested on the area. The amount of water in the basins affected 
Pheasants in a different manner. In dry years the size of the unused areas 
increased, and Pheasants commonly nested in what was formerly a marsh. 
During such years, Pheasant production from these areas was significant. 

Contribution from Nebraska Pittman-Robertson Project W-38-R 
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FINDINGS: 

The importance of roadside nesting cover to Pheasants has been well 
documented during the course of this study. Roadsides comprised slightly 
more than one percent of the total acreage on the two study areas (Table 1). 
However, during the course of the study, over 25 percent of all nests estab¬ 
lished and chicks produced came from this cover type (Table 2). 

Table 1. Nesting cover on the Clay County study areas. (Ten-year mean 


values.) 


Percent Total 

Covertype 

Acres 

Land Area 

Roadside 

146.2 

1.3 

Alfalfa 

290.6 

2.8 

Wheat 

2,471.4 

24.1 

Pasture and Hay 

939.1 

9.2 

Unused Areas 

271.2 

2.6 

Fencerow 

19.2 

0.2 

Table 2. Nesting effort and 

percent production by 

Pheasants, 1956-1964. 


Percent 

Percent 

Covertype 

Nests 

Chicks 

Roadside 

26.7 

25.2 

Alfalfa 

23.8 

2.8 

Wheat 

24.8 

52.6 

Pasture and Hay 

14.6 

8.8 

Unused Areas 

8.3 

6.8 

Fencerow 

1.6 

0.0 

Diverted Acres 

0.2 

3.8 


Alfalfa occurred on a relatively small portion of the total land area, 
but was used extensively by Pheasants as nesting cover. Twenty-four per¬ 
cent of all nests were established in this cot’ertype. Although' alfalfa was 
preferred nesting cover and nest densities were high, chick production was 
low because most nests were destroyed by mowing. Less than three per¬ 
cent of the total Pheasant production occurred in this covertype. 

Winter wheat is a major crop in the region, and a large portion (25 
percent) of the study areas was devoted to its culture. Pheasant nest densities 
were low in wheat, with 25 percent of all nests established in this crop. 
However, fully half of the chicks were produced here. Areas classified as 
pasture and native hay accounted for 10 percent of the area. Fifteen per¬ 
cent of the Pheasant nests were established in this covertype. These nests 
contributed nine percent of all chicks produced. Non-cultivated or unused 
areas such as basin perimeters made up less than three percent of the Clay 
Center study area. Eight percent of the nests and seven percent of the 
chicks were in this covertype. When basin bottoms, however, became avail¬ 
able for nesting during dry years, up to 28 percent of the nests and 82 
percent of the total chicks were produced here. Fence rows were insignificant 
as nesting cover. Acreage devoted to this covertype was minimal and pred¬ 
ators destroyed all nests established there. Roadsides, alfalfa, and pasture 
and hay were the covertypes most often utilized by waterfowl for nesting. 
These were the only covertypes in which ducklings were produced. 
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An obvious difference between Pheasants and waterfowl is the lack of 
importance of wheat to waterfowl production. This covertype, important to 
Pheasant production, was of little importance to waterfowl. Only five per¬ 
cent of all duck nests were located in wheat and no ducklings were pro¬ 
duced in this covertype. Worthy of note was the use of wheat stubble for 
waterfowl nesting. Stubble was present each spring during the spring mi¬ 
gration, and some duck nests were established in this cover, but none were 
successful because of early stubble plowing. Unused areas and fencerows 
were not significant as nesting cover and these areas contributed no duck¬ 
lings to the population. 

We found that differences existed between the primary species of 
waterfowl using the study area for nesting. 

Table 3. Nesting effort and production by species of waterfowl, 1958-1962. 



-Blue-winged Teal— 


Mallard— 

—Pintail— 

Covertype 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 


Nests 

Ducklings 

Nests 

Ducklings 

Nests 

Ducklings 

Roadside 

33.0 

44.0 

26.9 

70.6 

21.6 

31.7 

Alfalfa 

33.0 

21.6 

26.9 

29.4 

43.2 

25.0 

Wheat 

2.9 

0.0 

2.9 

0.0 

8.1 

0.0 

Wheat stubble 

0.9 

0.0 

5.1 

0.0 

13.5 

0.0 

Pasture & Hay 

23.4 

34.4 

2.9 

0.0 

8.2 

43.3 

Unused Areas 

3.9 

0.0 

35.3 

0.0 

5.4 

0.0 

Fencerow 

2.9 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 


Blue-winged Teal showed an equal preference for roadsides and alfalfa 
as nesting cover with 33 percent of their nests in each covertype (Table 3). 
Pasture and hay ranked next with 23 percent of all nests. Based on the 
percent of total ducklings produced, these covertypes were ranked in the 
following order of importance: roadsides (44 percent); pasture and hay 
(34 percent); and alfalfa (22 percent). We found that approximately 90 
percent of the nesting and 100 percent of the production of this species 
occurred in these three covertypes. 

Pintails showed a definite preference for alfalfa and roadsides as nest¬ 
ing cover. Sixty-five percent of all nests were located here. Eight percent 
of all nests were established in pasture and hay. All Pintail ducklings were 
produced in these covertypes. Pasture and hay was the most important fol¬ 
lowed by roadsides and alfalfa. The remaining three covertypes, wheat, 
fencerows and unused areas, accounted for 27 percent of the nests and no 
chicks. 

Pasture and hay was the preferred nesting cover for Mallards, with 35 
percent of their nests in this covertype. Roadsides and alfalfa ranked next 
and were equally preferred at 27 percent. Wheat, wheat stubble, and unused 
areas accounted for the remaining 11 percent. Mallard ducklings were 
produced in only two covertypes, roadsides and alfalfa, with roadsides 
contributing 71 percent. 

Plant Associations and Nesting Preferences 

While we have looked at nesting cover preferences from the stand¬ 
point of covertypes, this data provided no information as to why certain 
areas within a covertype were selected as nest sites. Therefore, a more de¬ 
tailed analysis of vegetation complexes associated directly with nests was 
considered necessary. 
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Pheasants exhibited a definite preference for certain plant complexes. 
Eighty-two percent of all Pheasant nests were established in cover where 
vegetation made its maximum growth during the spring months. Thirty- 
seven percent of all nests were found in alfalfa, 27 percent in cool-season 
grass stands, and 23 percent in winter wheat. Mixed plant communities of 
forbs, grasses and semi-aquatics occurred at 16 percent of all nest sites. 

Plant communities of mixed warm and cool-season grasses as well as 
communities which were entirely warm-season grasses occurred at slightly 
more than two percent of all nest sites. 

We found that for all species of waterfowl, alfalfa and cool-season 
grasses were preferred nesting cover and accounted for 38 percent and 27 
percent of all nests, respectively. Grasses, forbs and semi-aquatic plant com¬ 
plexes were more important to waterfowl than to Pheasants. Twenty-six 
percent of all nests were in this covertype. 

Wheat, while a preferred nesting cover for Pheasants, declined to a 
position of minor importance (9 percent) for waterfowl. 

Plant associations favored by the different waterfowl species varied 
somewhat between species. Blue-winged Teal favored alfalfa, grasses, forbs 
and semi-acquatics, cool-season grasses and wheat in that order. Pintails 
showed a preference for alfalfa, followed by cool-season grasses and wheat. 
No Pintail nests were established in the grass, forb and semi-aquatic 
category. Mallards indicated an equal preference for the following cate¬ 
gories: (1) cool-season grasses, and (2) grass, forbs and semi-aquatics. 
Alfalfa was also an important plant at Mallard nest sites, occurring in 
pure stands on 24 percent of the nest sites. Wheat and wheat stubble were 
selected for 12 percent of the nests. 

SUMMARY: 

Pheasant and waterfowl nests on two nine-square mile study areas in 
south-central Nebraska were analyzed to determine if there were prefer¬ 
ences for covertypes and plant associations involved in selection of nesting 
sites and (productivity. 

Roadsides, wheat, and alfalfa were the covertypes preferred by Pheasants 
as nesting cover. While pasture and hay and unused areas were used to a 
lesser degree for nesting, they provided important nesting cover. Fencerows 
were insignificant as Pheasant nesting cover. 

Based on Pheasant chick production, wheat is of major importance, 
followed by roadsides, pasture and hay, and finally unused areas. Nests 
in alfalfa contributed few chicks to the population. 

Alfalfa, roadsides and pasture and hay were the covertypes preferred 
by waterfowl as nesting cover. All ducklings produced on the area were 
hatched in these covertypes. 

Both waterfowl and Pheasants exhibited a preference for cool-season 
plant communities as nesting cover. 
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First Specimen of Poor-will from Lancaster County 
A Summary of Poor-will Migration 

On 1 November 1970 we discovered a road-killed male Poor-will 
(Phalaenoptilus nuttalli ) about three miles north of Lincoln on 27th Street 
(between SE 1/4, Section 25, TUN. R6E and SW 1/4, Section 30, TUN, 
R7E, Lancaster County). The specimen was badly crushed, but the wings, 
retrices, and feet were sufficiently intact for identification. The lack of 
a wing stripe and the presence of terminal patches of white on the outer 
retrices eliminated the possibility that it was the Common Nighthawk 
(Chordeiles minor), and the nearly naked tarsus and restricted distribution 
of white on the tail eliminated the Whip-poor-will ( Caprimulgus vociferus) 


Table 1. Migration Records for the Poor-will 1954-1970 
(Counties listed in order from west to east.) 


County 

Spring records 

Fall records 

Sioux 

May 24 

Sept. 4 

Scottsbluff 

May 14 

Sept. 8 

Dawes 

May 3, 7, 10, 12 

Aug. 22, 


13, 25 

Oct. 1, 7 

Box Butte 

May 19 


Keith 

May 3 


Lincoln 

May 6 


Thomas 

May 17 

Sept. 12 

Logan 

May 4, 6 


Webster 

April 25, May 1 


Lancaster 


Oct. 30 * 


* indicates the record presented in this paper 
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and the much larger Chuck-will’s-widow ( Caprimulgus carolinensis). The 
state of decay of the specimen indicated that the time of death was several 
days prior to our find. The specimen has been preserved in the University 
of Nebraska State Museum (ZM# 12946). It constitutes the first record 
of the Poor-will for Lancaster County and the most eastern recent record 
for the state of Nebraska. Coleman ( Birds of S.E. Nebr., bound field notes, 
1889) collected a Poor-will near Peru in Nemaha County in the spring of 
1887 for the most eastern record in Nebraska. 

Rapp (Nebr. Bird Review 22: 35-37, 1954) summarized the status of 
this species in Nebraska, giving the eastern edge of the breeding range as 
north-central Nebraska. Since 1954 it has been additionally reported as a 
breeding bird from Thomas County near Halsey (Ford, Nebr. Bird Review 
27: 6-12, 1959) and from Jefferson County (Hoge, Nebr. Bird Review 32: 
14, 1964), the latter constituting the most eastern recent breeding record. 
The 1964 record may represent a chance breeding occurrence since no 
further records have come from that area. 

Rapp (op. cit.) noted that very little was known of the Poor-will’s 
migration, especially in fall, and felt that in migration the species crossed 
the western half of the state. He could list only three spring migration 
dates and none for fall migration. Since his review, an old spring migration 
record (exact date unknown) for Gage County has been found (Fiala, Nebr. 
Bird Review 38: 53, 1970), and new migration dates have been reported 
from ten counties. The majority of the migration reports are from western 
counties (Table 1). The specimen we collected unquestionably has the 
latest migration date. 

Calvin L. Cink and Kent L. Fiala 
Department of Zoology 
The University of Nebraska 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508 

1971 FALL FIELD DAY 

A little over forty people participated in the 1971 Fall Field Day held 
Sunday, November 7, at DeSoto National Wildlife Refuge, southeast of 
Blair. It was a sunny day, with light wind, and brisk — about twenty-five 
degrees. Fifty species (or fifty-one if Flickers are separated) were seen, 
and one additional (marked *) was heard: 

Pied-billed Grebe, Double-crested Cormorant, Great Blue Heron; Canada, 
White-fronted, Snow, and Blue Geese; Mallard, Gadwall, Pintail; Green¬ 
winged and Blue-winged Teal; American Widgeon, Shoveler, Redhead, 
Canvasback, Lesser Scaup, Common Goldeneye, Bufflehead; Cooper’s, Red¬ 
tailed, and Rough-legged Hawks; Bald Eagle, Bobwhite, Ring-necked 
Pheasant, American Coot, Killdeer, Ring-billed Gull, Flickers; Red-bellied 
and Downy Woodpeckers; Horned Lark, Blue Jay, Common Crow, Black- 
capped Chickadee, White-breasted Nuthatch, Robin, Starling, House Spar¬ 
rows; Red-winged and Rusty Blackbirds; Common Graekle, Brown-headed 
Cowbird, Cardinal, American Goldfinch, Slate-colored Junco; Tree, Harris’, 
white-throated, and Song Sparrows; and Lapland Longspur :|i . 

There were about 200,000 Blue and Snow Geese on the refuge at the 
time. 

About twenty people attended an open house at the George Grube’s in 
Blair the night before the trip. 
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THE DALTON, HARRISBURG, KIMBALL TRIANGLE 

Glenn Viehmeyer 

Areas where closely related species make contact are of particular in¬ 
terest to students of evolutionary processes and the dynamic of popula¬ 
tions. When such species are not in complete reproductive isolation gene ex¬ 
change may alter the nature of populations. 

In western Nebraska relicts of an extensive prehistoric forest persist 
along the scarps and canyons that rim the river valleys that drain the area. 
One such relict lies within the triangle formed by a line from Dalton to 
Harrisburg to Kimball and back to Dalton. Here the birds from east, west, 
north, and south meet and share a habitat where a hybrid swarm of Juni¬ 
pers, western yellow pine, and various woody plants provide a diverse habitat 
for avian residents and visitors. 



Here because of proximity and the pressure of a restricted habitat 
miscengenation occurs in both plants and animals. Here the Red-shafted 
Flicker, Colaptes cafer Gmelin, and the Yellow-shafted Flickers, Colaptes 
auratus Linnaeus, have interbred to form a hybrid swarm. (See Peterson 
1961.) Here also the Junipers, J. scopuloinim Sarg. and J. virginiana L. 
have produced a hybrid swarm; part of a hybrid population that, according 
to Van Haverbeke (1968), occupies the entire Missouri River basin. 

The Dalton, Harrisburg, Kimball triangle lies south of Pumpkin Creek 
and along the north escarpment of the high tableland that separates the 
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Pumpkin Creek drainage from that of Lodgepole Creek. The triangle is 
bisected by an intermittant stream locally known as Laurance Fork. The 
drainage is subject to flash floods during heavy thunderstorms and sudden 
spring thaws but the stream, except in its lower reaches, is dry in the hottest 
part of the summer but does have swampy areas and potholes that provide 
water to the fauna. It is an example of the subsurface streams that are 
rather common in the west. 

The vegetation consist of areas of grassland along the valleys and the 
arms of upland between the canyons that dissect the area. In the canyons 
and along the scarps the Rocky Mountain yellow pine, Pinns ponderosa 
scopulorum Engelm., shares the habitat with the swarm of hybrids of east¬ 
ern and western red cedars. 

The coniferous forest has an understory of western choke cherry, 
Prunus demissa (Nutt.) Walp.; skunkbush, Rhus triloba ta, Nutt.; western 
snowberry, Symphoriocarpes occidentals Hook.; lead plant, Amorpha canse- 
scens Hook.; golden currant, Ribes aiireum Pursh; and the soapweed, Yucca 
glauca Nutt. 

Along the intermittent stream that bisects the area cottonwood, Populus 
sp.; willows, Salix sp.; and hackberry, Celtis occidentals L., form open 
groves. 

It was in this area that Dr. J. 0. Young, University of Nebraska, and 
the author saw what they believed might be nesting Curved-billed Thrashers, 
Toxostoma curvirostre Swainson, during June 1965. Indentification was not 
positive and the sightings were not reported. In November 1962 Mrs. 
Brashear, of Scottsbluff, was given a dead bird of this species by Mrs. 
Hughson, who recovered it from a cat on the Hughson ranch about 
twenty-five miles north of Mitchell, Nebraska. This was given to Professor 
Doris Gates of Chadron State College for preservation. 

On 6 June 1970 the author lead a group to the area in hopes of finding 
Curved-billed Thrashers. None were seen but numbers of pairs of Cassin’s 
Kingbird, Tyrannus vociferans Swainson, were seen in the pines along the 
rim of the scarps and in the canyons. One bird was carrying' food and it is 
presumed that these were nesting pairs. On previous trips to the area the 
species had been observed by Young and Viehmeyer in 1965 feeding fully 
fledged young and again in 1967 Viehmeyer saw many Cassin’s Kingbirds 
along the Pumpkin Creek tributary where they were associating with Western 
Kingbirds, Tyrannus verticals Say. When the two species (Western and 
Cassin’s) are seen side by side along the fences as the author has seen them 
they are distinct enough to separate. A single bird at a distance might cause 
difficulty unless the notes are heard'. On the recent visit it appeared that 
the Western Kingbird was breeding in the deciduous trees along the water¬ 
courses and the Cassin’s Kingbird along the rim of the scarps and canyons. 

The highlands between Pumpkin Creek and its tributary stream term¬ 
inates in a point of bare sandstone called Lang’s Point. In a short canyon 
beginning just west of Lang’s Point and angled to the northwest a colony 
of Rock Doves, Columba livia Gmelin, occupies a series of recesses under 
the limestone caprock that rims the scarp and canyons. In 1965 they shared 
the canyon with a pair of nesting Prairie Falcons, Falco mexicanus, Schlegel, 
that appeared to be preying on them if the areas of Dove feathers were an 
indication. 

The Dalton, Harrisburg, Kimball triangle is an area that merits 
further study. The ornithologist should find it interesting as a place where 
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birds from north, east, west, and south meet. The possibility of nesting 
Curved-billed Thrashers should be considered as should the opportunity for 
interspecific mating of Western and Cassin’s Kingbirds. 

Botanically the area is an ecological island left when most of the ex¬ 
tensive earlier forest postulated by Wells (1970) was destroyed by climatic 
change and other causes. It is of interest for what appears a tendency for 
the western yellow pine to assume a fastigate growth habit, for the swarm 
of hybrid 1 junipers, as well as for the geographical races of Penstemon and 
other forbs to be found there. 
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(A discussion of the hybridization of Flickers is contained in Dr. 
Short’s article Ndtes on Bird Distribution in the Central Plains; NBR 
29:14 —Ed.) 

BREEDING RECORD OF THE LONG-BILLED MARSH 
WREN FROM LANCASTER COUNTY 

On 26 August 1970 we collected a juvenile Long-billed Marsh Wren 
(Telmatodytes palustris) from a family of wrens on a marshy inlet into 
Yankee Hill Reservoir, 5 miles southwest of Lincoln, Nebraska (SE 
NE 'ij Section 30, Township 9 N, Range 6 E, Lancaster County). 

The wren had only recently fledged, as evidenced by its short weak 
flights, its food calls, and the following measurements from the specimen 
which is now in the collection of the University of Nebraska State Museum 
(ZM #12802) ; total length- 85.0 mm; weight- 11.5 gm; tarsus- 18.0 mm. 
Feathers had only recently emerged from their sheaths in the capital, 
spinal, and caudal tracts. The retrices were only 6.0 mm long. Two other 
juveniles seen in the same area appeared to be in the same stage of de¬ 
velopment. One adult was seen carrying food in its bill and a second adult 
was subsequently seen several hundred yards north on the shore of the 
reservoir. Remains of the nest were located the following day. 

This record, aside from occuring late in the season, is of some import¬ 
ance for two reasons. It is, apparently, the first documented breeding record 
for Lancaster County. Rapp et al. ( Revised Checklist of Nebraska Birds, 
1957) designated the bird as a common migrant throughout the entire state 
and an uncommon summer resident and breeder in suitable marshy areas 
throughout the state. However, of all the specimens from Lancaster County 
in the collection* of the State Museum, none can be considered breeding birds. 
Six specimens were collected in spring migration and seven collected in fall 
migration. Nest record cards from Lancaster County since the initiation of 
that program have included no record of Long-billed Marsh Wrens. Swenk 
(Wilson Bull. 33: 103-105, 1921) considered both subspecies collected at Lin¬ 
coln {T.p. iliacus and T.p. palustris ) as migrants only, and that breeding 



Nebraska Bird Review 


75 


birds nested primarily along the Missouri River and in the Sandhill Region, 
with a few pairs remaining to nest in very favorable localities. Perhaps the 
creation of the numerous small reservoirs in the Salt Valley Watershed since 
1962 has provided additional suitable habitat for nesting. Unfortunately, ac¬ 
curate nesting data on this species before and after the building of the 
reservoirs is not available. 

The second point of interest is that the vegetation in which these wrens 
were found is not entirely typical of the nesting substrate found in other 
parts of the Long-billed Marsh Wren's range. Bent (Life Histories of North 
American Nuthatches, Wrens, Thrashers, and Their Allies, 1948) and 
Welter (Wilson Bull, 47: 3-34, 1935) list preferred habitats as cattail, 
sedges, or long marsh grasses. The vegetation in which these wrens were 
found consists of a dense growth of long-rooted smartweed (Polygonum coc- 
cineum) which attained a height of 2-3 feet in water about 10 inches 
deep. It completely covered an area of 5-6 acres and was broken only occasion¬ 
ally by the channels and houses of muskrats ( Ondatra zibethica). Earlier 
in the season it provided cover and nesting sites for Red-winged Blackbirds 
and Yellowthroats. Several other reservoirs in the area also have these 
dense growths of smartweed, which appears to be a pioneer species in the 
vegetational succession as the reservoirs begin to silt in. Further investi¬ 
gations will need to be made in order to determine if they too support nest¬ 
ing pairs of Long-billed Marsh Wrens. 

Calvin L. Cink and Kent L. Fiala 
Department of Zoology 
The University of Nebraska 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508 

Revised Status of the Caspian Tern in Nebraska - 
A Summer Occurrence Record for Lancaster County 

On the evening of 20 July 1970, my wife and I observed five Caspian 
Terns ( Hydroprogne caspia ) on the south shore of Branched Oak Lake 
(Section 32, Township 12 N, Range 5 E, Lancaster County). They were 
first noted at 0600 hours flying in the company of Ring-billed Gulls, but 
were seen later loafing on mud flats about 50 yards from shore, sharing 
the mud flats with Ring-billed Gulls, Black Terns, and several Forster’s 
Terns. The Caspian Terns were definitely adult birds but because this spec¬ 
ies shows no sexual dimorphism in plumage it could not be determined if 
the flock was composed of both males and females. The Caspian Terns re¬ 
mained on the mud flats until dark. Attempts to locate the birds several 
days later were not successful. 

There are no known breeding colonies or single nests of this species 
recorded for Nebraska. Bent ( U.S. Nat. Mus. Bull. 113:202-211, 1921) 
gives the breeding range as widely scattered localities, mainly on the coasts 
or large lakes. Large colonies of these birds are found in Michigan and 
Texas, and recently the Caspian Tern has been found nesting in Minne¬ 
sota (Warner, D. and D. Beimborn, The Loon 41:83-84, 1969). Presumably 
these Caspian Terns on Branched Oak Lake were wandering individuals 
from one of these nesting colonies and were either breeding birds with 
their nesting season completed, or non-breeding adults. Movements of this 
species, especially of non-breeding birds, have not had sufficient study to 
warrant an answer to the question of why these Caspian Terns were in 
Nebraska during the breeding season. 



76 


Nebraska Birdi Review 


This is only the second reported occurrence of this species in Nebraska 
during the summer. The first record was a single Caspian Tern observed 
by Mickel and Dawson ( Wilson Bull. 32: 73-79, 1921) at Capital Beach in 
Lancaster County on 1 August 1919. It is also interesting to note that my 
observation, along with several other recent records, seems to bring the true 
status of the Caspian Tern in Nebraska into better perspective. In a 
twenty-five year summary of migration by Rapp ( Nebr. Bird Review 21: 
15-18, 1953) there are only three records for the Caspian Tern in the 
state - two from Lancaster County and one from Douglas County, all of 
which were in May. Since 1953 there have been 22 additional records 
(Spring and Fall Migration and Occurrence Reports, Nebr. Bird Review, 
1953*1970), of which sixteen are in spring and six are in the fall (Table 1). 

Table 1. Records for the Caspian Tern in Nebraska 1953-1970 
(Counties listed in order from east to west.) 


County 

Douglas 

Cass 

Lancaster 

Lincoln 


Spring records Summer records Fall records 
8 3 

1 

6 1 * 2 
2 


* indicates record presented in this paper 

Caspian Terns have been reported regularly from Douglas County and 
this is in agreement with Rapp et al. (Revised Check-list of Nebraska Birds, 
1957) who list the species as an “uncommon spring migrant along the 
Missouri River”. However, in view of the number of observations in counties 
west of the Missouri River, in both spring and fall migrations, the status 
of the Caspian Tern in Nebraska might be more correctly interpreted as 
“an uncommon migrant ih the eastern third of the state; rare elsewhere”. 

Calvin L. Cink, 

Department 'Zoology 
University of Nebraska/Lincoln 


NOTES 

WHITE-FACED IBIS. On May 24, 1971, about 1 PM, Perry Roper, one 
of my students, phoned me to say he had seen some strange birds near Odessa 
while driving on Interstate 80. He had seen them that morning and also the 
day before, both times in the same general area. Within ten minutes of the 
phone call Perry and I were on 1-80 on our way to the Odessa area, about 
seven miles west of Kearney. We saw nothing unusual as we drove to the 
Elm Creek interchange, but as we got to the Odessa area on our way back we 
saw the birds we had been looking for. I identified them as two White-faced 
Ibises ( Plegadis chihi ) although I did not see any white at the base of the 
bill of either bird. I had become acquainted with the species on a field trip to 
the Texas coast a little over a month before. These two birds were wading 
rather close together in the flooded pastures just west of Stukey’s (located on 
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the Odessa interchange), on the south side of 1-80 and at least 100 yards from 
the highway. We pulled off on the shoulder and watched the birds with bi¬ 
noculars for several minutes, as long as we thought we dared to on 1-80. Mr. 
Harold Namminga, an avid photographer who was on the biology staff at 
Kearney State College this past year, went to the Odessa area on May 25 
and found the Ibises, again on the south side of 1-80, but this time east of 
the Odessa interchange. He took several pictures, but left Kearney before they 
were developed. 

—John C. W. Bliese, Kearney 

OLDSQUAW. On November 28, 1970, Curtis Abdouch and I were in 
the De Soto National Wildlife Refuge (Washington County, and Iowa) on a 
tour with nine others, and saw a female Oldsquaw on the far north end of 
the lake just beyond the old swimming beach. It was among eight Common 
Mergansers, four Redheads, three Buffleheads, and eight or nine Common 
Goldeneyes. From the west bank we took at least twenty minutes with bi¬ 
noculars and Peterson, Robbins, and Kortright books to finally arrive at an 
unquestioned identification. The Oldsquaw kept entirely to herself, although 
in the vicinity of the other divers, and was quite close to shore, making 
observation easy. We came back with a 20x Bausch and Lomb scope and 
watched her for another ten to fifteen minutes, more for behavioral pur¬ 
poses than anything else. I have seen numerous Oldsquaws on Wisconsin 
rivers and Lake Michigan. 

—James M. Malkowski, Bellevue 

On January 23, 1971, we made a postive identification of an Oldsquaw 
on Lake Ogallala. 

— Mrs. Jerry Sejkora, Grant 

SNOWY OWL. Gene Hornbeck, of the Omaha World-Herald, reported 
seeing a Snowy Owl on Highway 183 south of Basset in the last week of 
January 1971. 

NORTHERN SHRIKE. I had a very interesting experience about 
3 PM February 24, 1971. As I came out of the shop in my folks’ yard I 
noticed a bird hovering about seventy five feet from me. It just seemed to 
hang in mid-air about ten feet off the ground, right in the middle of the 
yard. I couldn’t tell what it was for a while. It seemed motionless except 
for its wings. After what seemed a minute or so it dropped a bird it had 
been holding and flew a short distance to a tree. The bird it dropped could 
fly a little, but I was interested in the first bird. I got my binoculars for a 
better look, and saw the first bird fly toward me and to the ground, where 
it picked up the second bird and flew to the top of a nearby tree. It was a 
pretty big load and it had trouble getting very far very fast. I could see 
that it was a Northern Shrike and that it had what looked like a Horned 
Lark. I could see the feathers flying. I went closer and the Shrike again 
dropped the Lark, which it had finished killing in that very short time. It 
was a Northern Horned Lark. I could see no visible damage to it but I imagine 
there is some that could be seen if the feathers were picked. I see lots of 
Loggerhead Shrikes but very few Northerns, even in winter. This one was 
very well marked with barring on the breast and less of a black mask than 
the Loggerheads have. It seemed to have an unusual lot of white feathers 
and looked very large, but this could have been caused by the way it was 
hanging in the air holding the Lark. I was surprised to see a Shrike kill as 
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large a bird as a Horned Lark, and do it so quickly. It seemed to be picking 
and biting the Lark to kill it. I know it didn’t choke it as it didn’t have time 
before we frightened it and it dropped it. 

— Lee Morris, Benedict 
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Maunder, Vera 7, 11, 40 
Mays, Priscilla 4 
Meadowlark, Eastern 33, 37, 54 
Western 4, 6, 9, 33, 37, 54 
sp. 4, 6, 13 (2), 33, 54 
Meeting, The Seventieth (1971) An¬ 
nual Meeting 36 
Meier, Marian 8 
Merganser, Common 5, 25, 47, 77 
Hooded 25, 47, 64 
Red-breasted 25, 47 
Mockingbird 23, 31, 52, 59 
Moody, Douglas 4, 57 ■ 

Scott 4 

Morris, Lee 12 (2), 37, 40, 63, 78 
Dr. Rosalind 8 
Mowery, Mrs. B. F. 9, 23, 57 
Muckel, Robert D. 9 
Nelson, Burton 7 
Mrs. J. B. 7 

Nesting Survey, 1970 Nebraska 10 
Nests and Nesting 19, 58, 66, 73 (3) 
Newman, Nick 8 

Nighthawk, Common 11, 23, 29, 50 
Nuthatch, Red-breasted 6, 30, 52 
White-breasted 6, 9, 30, 36, 52, 71 
Oldsquaw 77 

Oriole, Baltimore 13, 22, 23, 33, 
37, 55, 57 

Bullock’s 14, 33, 55 
Orchard 13, 33, 37, 55 
Osprey 26, 48 

Ott, Mr. and Mrs. John 8, 58 
Ovenbird 32, 36, 54 
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Owl, Barn 5, 28, 50 
Barred 6, 28, 36, 50 
Burrowing 28, 50 
Great Horned 6, 11, 28, 36, 50 
Long-eared 11, 14 (2), 15, 23, 28, 
50 

Screech 6, 28, 50 
Short-eared 6, 29, 50 
Snowy 22, 28, 50, 77 
Padelford, Barbara and Loren 8, 
22, 23, 57 

Patton, Mrs. B. F. 15 
In Memoriam 64 
Peck, Dr. and Mrs. W. E. 57 
Peckman, Mrs. Roxana 4 
Pelican, White 24, 36, 46 
Percival, Mr. and Mrs. Eldon 7 
Perkins, Mrs. S. A. 57 
Per k« chin, D. R. 11 
Pewee. Eastern Wood 12, 14, 30, 51 
Western Wood 12, 51 
Phalarbpe, Northren 28 
Wilson’s 28. 36, 49 
Pheasant, Ring-necked 5, 10, 26, 

36, 48, 66, 71 
Phillips, Jack O. 8 
Philpotts, Helen 8 
Phoebe, Eastern 11, 14, 29, 36, 51 
Say’s 14, 29, 51 
Pileated Woodpecker in Otoe 
County 3 

Pintail 5,- 24, 46, 66, 71 
Pipit, Sprague’s 31, 53 
Water 31, 53 
Pitcher, Don 8 

Plover, American Golden 23, 27, 
36, 48 

Black-bellied 23, 27 
Piping 14. 48 
Semipalmated 27, 36, 48 
Upland 11, 14, 27, 48 
Pluta, Mrs. Marie 8, 22, 57 (2) 
Poor-will 23, 29, 50, 70 
Prairie Chicken Greater 5, 15, 

26. 48 

Prior, Dr. Paul V. 36 (2) 

Pruess. Dr. Neva (Mrs. Ken) 36 
Quelle. W. R. 11 
Rail, King 26, 48, 58 
Virginia 26, 48 
Yellow 48, 57 
Redhead 25, 47, 71, 77 
Redpoll, Common 7, 34, 55 


Redstart, American 33, 36, 54 
Reiser, Mrs. Mille 22 
Report, 1970 Christmas Count 4 
1970 (Thirteenth) Fall Occurrence 
22 

19971 (Forty-sixth) Spring Mi¬ 
gration and Occurrence 45 
1970 Treasurer’s 2 
Revised Status of the Caspian Tern 
in Nebraska - A Summer Occur¬ 
rence Record for Lancaster 
County 75 

Ritchey, O. W. 7, 11(2), 12(2) 
Mrs. O. W. 7, 11, 22, 40, 45 
Robin 6, 12, 31, 36, 45, 52, 71 
Roper, Perry 63, 76 
Rose, Mr. and Mrs. David 7 
Russell, Richard 57 
Sanderling 27, 49 

Sandpiper, Baird’s 27, 49 
Buff-breasted 49 
Least 27, 49 
Pectoral 27, 36, 49 
Semipalmated 27, 36, 49 
Solitary 27, 36, 49 
Spotted 27, 36, 49 
Stilt 27, 36 
Western 27 
White-rumped 49 

Sapsucker, Yellow-bellied 6, 29, 51, 
60 

Scaup, Lesser 5, 21, 25, 47, 71 
Schall, Dennis 8 
Schneider, Jean 8 
Schreiber, Hazel 8 
Scoter, Surf 21, 23, 25 
White-winged 23, 25, 47 
Sejkora, Don 23 

Mrs. Jerry 12, 23, 77 
Sharpe, Dr. Roger S. 22, 36 (2), 57 
Short, Dr. Lester 36, 74 
Shoveler 25, 36, 47, 71 
Shrike, Loggerhead 6, 13, 31, 36, 53 
Northern 6, 31, 53, 77 
sp. 22 

Siskin, Pine 7, 34, 55 

Snipe, Common 5, 15, 27, 48 
Solitaire, Townsend’s 6, 31, 52 
Some Interesting Summer Bird 
Records for Lancaster County 
in 1970 58 

Sora 10, 14, 26, 48 
Sparrow, Baird’s 35, 56 
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Sparrow, Brewer’s 35, 56 
Chipping 7, 9, 14, 35, 37, 56 
Clay-colored 7, 35, 37, 56 
Field 14 (3), 15, 35, 37, 56 
Fox 35, 56 

Grasshopper 14, 34, 56 
Harris’ 7, 9 (2), 35, 37, 56, 71 
House 6, 9, 13, 33, 37, 54, 71 
Lark 14, 35, 37, 56 
Le Conte’s 35, 56 
Lincoln’s 35, 56 
Savannah 34, 56 
Song 7, 35, 37, 56, 71 
Swamp 7, 9, 35 
Tree 7, 9, 35, 56, 71 
Vesper 7, 14, 35, 56 
White-crowned 7, 35, 37, 56 
White-throated 7, 35, 37, 56, 71 
Stacey, E. Thomas 8 
Starling 6, 13, 32, 36, 53, 71 
Status of the Common Loon in Ne¬ 
braska: A Summer Occurrence 
in Lancaster County 42 
Strickland, Leon 8 
Supplement to the Revised Check- 
lisi of Nebraska Birds 15 
Swallow, Bank 30, 51 
Barn 12, 30, 36, 51 
Cliff 12, 13, 14, 30, 51 
Rough-winged 12, 30, 36, 51 
Tree 30, 51, 58 
Violet-green 51 
Swan, Whistling 24 
Swanson, Carl 8, 22, 23, 57 
Mrs. Kermit 63 
Swift,Chimney 29, 36, 50 
White-throated 29, 50 
Tanager, Scarlet 14 (3), 15, 34, 37, 
55, 59 

Western 34, 55 
Taylor, Frances L. 12 (2) 

Teal, Blue-winged 10, 25, 36, 46, 
66, 71 

Green-winged 25, 46, 71 
Tern, Black 28, 50, 75 
Caspian 23, 28, 50, 75 
Common 28, 49 
Forster’s 11, 13, 28, 49, 75 
Least 14, 28 

Thomas, Mr. and Mrs. Earl F. 8 
Thorndike, David 57 
Thrasher, Brown 6, 12, 13, 22, 31, 
36, 45, 52, 57 


Thrasher, Curve-billed 73 
Sage 31 

Thrush, Gray-cheeked 36, 52 
Hermit 52 

Swainson’s 31, 36, 52 
Wood 31, 36, 52 
Tinamou, Crested 38, 39 
Titmouse, Tufted 6, 30. 36, 52 
Towhee, Rufous-sided 14, 34, 37. 56 
Tremaine, Dr. Mary 8, 9 (2), 22 
Turkey 5, 26, 48 

Turkey Vulture Nesting Records 
for Nebraska - A New Record for 
Sheridan County 19 
Turner, Harold 22, 45 
Uridil, Mrs. Jerome 4, 11, 12, 45 
Vance, Mrs. Alvin 57. 

Velich, Ralph 40 
Veery 15 

Vernon, Mary Alice 9, 57 (2) 

Vian, Wayne 8, 11 (2), 12 
Viehmeyer, Glenn 

The Dalton, Harrisburg, Kimball 
Triangle 72 

Vireo, Bell’s 13 (2), 32, 53 
Philadelphia 32, 53 
Red-eyed 32, 36, 53 
Solitary 32,. 36, 53 
Warbling 13, 14, 32, 36, 53 
White-eyed 53 
Yellow-throated 32, 36, 53 
Vulture, Turkey 19, 25, 36, 47 
Wallace, Charles R. 8, 9 
Warbler, Audubon’s 32, 54 
Black-and-white 32, 53 
Blackburnian 32, 54 
Blackpoll 32, 36, 54 
Black-throated Blue 23, 32 
Black-throated Gray 45, 54 
Black-throated Green 32, 36, 54, 
Blue-winged 32, 53 
Cape May 53 
Cerulean 32, 54 
Canada 33 
Chestnut-sided 32, 54 
Connecticut 33 
Gclden-winged 39 
Hooded 40, 54, 57 
Kentucky 33, 36, 54 
MacGillivray’s 33 
Magnolia 36, 53 
Mourning 33, 36, 54 
Myrtle 6, 32, 36, 45, 53 
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Warbler, Nashville 32, 36, 53 
Orange-crowned 32, 36, 53 
Palm 54 

Tennessee 32, 36, 53 
Townsend’s 45, 54 
Wilson’s 33, 54 
Yellow 13 (2), 32, 36, 53 
Yellow-throated 54 
Waterthrush, Louisiana 54 
Northern 54 

Waxwing, Bohemian 6, 53, 57 
Cedar 6, 22, 31, 53, 57 
Weigel, Mrs. Ruby 4 
Welch, Bernice 11 
Wescott, Dr. Peter 9 
Whip-poor-will 29, 50 
Widgeon, American 5, 25, 36, 47, 71 
Wigg, Melba 8, 57 (2) 

Willet 27, 49 
Witschy, Roy 9, 23 
Mrs. Roy 9, 23, 57 
Wolfe, Carl W. 

A Comparison of Nesting Cover 
Utilized by Pheasants and 
Waterfowl 66 
Wood, Mrs. Don 8 


Woodcock, American 22, 23, 27, 

39, 48 

Woodpecker, Black-backed Three¬ 
toed 39 

Downy 6, 9, 11, 29, 36, 51, 71 
Hairy 6, 9, 29, 36, 51 
Pileated 3 

Red-bellied 6, 9, 29, 36, 50, 71 
Red-headed 6, 9, 11, 29, 36, 50 
Wranosky, U. L. 11 
Wren, Carolina 6, 23, 31, 36, 52 
House 12, 30, 36, 52 
Long-billed Marsh 31, 52, 74 
Rock 31, 52 
Short-billed Marsh 52 
Winter 6, 31, 52 
Wycoff, Dr. Ray S. 

In Memoriam 16 
Yellowlegs, Greater 27, 49 
Lesser 27, 36, 49 
Yellowthroat 14, 33, 36, 54, 75 
Young, Dr. J. O. 73 
Linda 15 
Shaw R. 9 
Zahller, James 8 
Zeller, B. L. 12 













